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our lack. 
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the publican has only a “me” in his. Prayer means 
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Every new experience of trial to the Christian be- 
liever brings a new experience of grace. If he were 
without the special trial, he would have to be with- 
out the special grace to meet it. As “God does not 
give dying grace to live by,” so God does not give 
the richest proofs of his sustaining love until there is 
uttermost need of it. His strength is made complete 
in weakness. Without the weakness there could never 
be the divine ministry to the weak one. 


How much readier we are to be earnest in seeking 
than to be earnest in acknowledging aid! When we 
are in uttermost need, we cry out with all our hearts 
for help, God-ward and man-ward. But when we 
have found relief, we are little inclined to realize how 
much we have to be grateful for. We do not praise 
God for what he is to us with the same intensity that 
we pray to him for what he can do for us; nor do we 
show the same depth of feeling in thanking our fel- 
lows for their sympathy and assistance that we show 
in calling on them when they are our dependence for 
the hour. The trouble with us, in this matter, is that 
self-interest controls us, as a regard for others does 








case for him, the objective for ourselves. The temper 
of prayer is that of life. It is hard to get out of the 
nominative case, but it is the secret of spiritual suc- 
cess and power. The self-assertive and self-exalting 
temper, which was so visible in Peter, is one of the 
seamy sides of our human nature, which grace must 
overcome and sweeten into a loving submission to the 
Divine will. Till it does, we will be sure to put the 
Pharisee’s meaning into even the publican’s prayer. 


“ Because of” and “ in spite of ” are a long distance 
apart ; they are opposite poles. One stands for causa- 
tion, the other stands for opposition and obstruction. 
And yet we often mistake one for the other. We 
take it too easily for granted, when a result is what 
we wanted it to be, that it has occurred because of 
certain actions or conditions which we prefer to re- 
gard as causes. It is true that a patient may recover 
in spite of unskilful treatment, even if it be more likely 
that he should recover because of skilful treatment. 
And it is true that one may die in spite of good 
treatment, even if it be more likely that he may die 
because of bad treatment. That which we design to 
be an operative cause we are most likely to credit with 
being a real cause when the result is the result aimed at. 
But we cannot always safely jump'to such conclusions. 
We see the mischief of illogical conclusions of this 
sort in the popular sgorn of the church when a church- 
member goes astray. The caviler points to him as 
though he were an evil-doer because he was a Chris- 
tian; whereas his evil-doing was in spite of his reli- 
gious professions. Even the Christian community 
shudders and shrinks from meeting the scorner’s criti- 
cism. It, too, fails to see the difference between being 
a miecreant because of and a miscreant in spite of. 
Even the unbeliever admits that the Christian ideal 
is high, and not low. Surely no one falls because he 
strives for high ideals, although he may fall in spite 
of them, and because he has not lived up to them. 





There always is hope for the future where there is 
energy and movement. Our Lord watched the signs 
of the times in his day, and he was pleased to see the 
stirring effects of the Baptist’s vigorous preaching. 
It had shaken the old-fashioned, quietistic style of 
Judaism to its foundation. People who thought 








everything was settled for them as individuals, and for 
the nation as a whole, because they had received the law, 
and their kingdom had become—as they said—* the 
kingdom of the heavens,” were a good deal startled 
when John told them all that availed them nothing. 
“ Repent,” he said; “for the kingdom of the heavens 
is at hand. ‘You are not within it, unless your char- 
acter and the tone and spirit of your life put you 
there. It comes to search you as the wind searches 
the threshing-floor. It comes to destroy the unfit as 
the ax cuts down the tree that bears evil fruit.” 
The words made men less satisfied with themselves 
and their privileges. They rushed out to Jordan 
with an energy which told on the whole moral and 
social life of the people for the time. So our Lord 
notes that, from the time John began to preach, the 
kingdom ceased to be regarded as an open field, that 
tame to men by inheritance, without an effort. They 
had begun to regard it rather as a fenced city, which 
they must take by storm. ‘Phe worth of earnestness 
was appreciated now ; men had fairly become violent 
in their purpose to attain the good they foolishly 
had thought they already possessed. And it still is 
a sign of good when people realize that religion 
means rowing up stream, not drifting down it, 


BRILLIANT DUTIES. 


Everything that has a moral chfracter is capable 
of luster. Every duty may be done in such a way 
as to give the beholder the seme feeling of exhilara- 
tion which we have when we look at a glowing body 
or when bright light falls on a landscape. It is the 
moral quality in duty that renders it capable of be- 
coming brilliant. Pleasure for pleasure’s sake has 
no high moral quality. It has but a passing and 
superficial luster that cannot be intensified from 
within. But there is no dullest duty which cannot 
be made to shine with a glow of internal intensity 
even dazzling to the spectator. 

At first glance, however, there seems a discord 
between the idea of duty and that glowing, lustrous 
effect which we associate with brilliancy. Duty, 
that which we ought to do,—if not coid and repel- 
lant, is yet without grace, without glow and attrac 
tiveness, unattended by all that charms us in pleasure, 
Duty is an iron necessity, to be conformed to in order’ 
to save the suffering of duty undone. Do it or die 
is the alternative. The surest way to rid ourselves 
of duty is to do it. He who avoids duty still admits 
that it is best and right to do one’s duty, even though 
his enfeebled will cannot keep step with his moral 
convictions. But his adinission is enough. Duty is 
what ought to be done. The word “ ought” implies 
God, and whatever has God in it is capable of God’s 
beauty and brightness. For this reason duty may 
acquire, by the manner and spirit of its performance, 
an attractiveness of grace and a drawing power of 
charm that shall exert an actual force to lift men up 
morally. 

How is duty made brilliant? In the same ‘act, 
done by two different persons, or by the same person 
at different times, we are often aware of a very real, 
substantial, and intense difference in the effect of the 
act, even though the act be only one of ‘commonly 
recurring duty. Must it not be, since the external 





act is the same, that there is something antecedent to 
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the act, an accompanying and inner spirit, a soul 
within the act, which accounts for the different efflu- 
ence or impression arising from it? 
' “My friend,” says a French writer, “do you know 
why the work you accomplish fails to give pleasure 
to yourself or to others? It is because it is not cheer- 
fully done, and therefore appears discolored. A joy- 
ous heart amid our work imparts to duty a brilliancy 
that charms the eyes of others, while it prevents those 
from feeling wounded who cannot perform it equally 
well.” 
Cheerfulness is the bright play of color and light 
that edges the dullest duty with iridescence. The 
joyous carrying of tue burden makes us and others 
forget that it is a burden. The ease and elasticity 
with which some persons carry their daily duties 
remind us of those band-leaders who march with so 
buoyant a step at the head of martial processions, 
who not only mark time with their immense batons, 
but who balance them gaily, and toss them high in 
the air, catching them again with firm grasp, but 
with great apparent freedom of movement and ease, 
and cheerfulness of spirit. So there is a way of 


handling our duties that they may wear all the ap- 


pearance of grace and béauty, so that a divine luster 
shall play about them, and something of a heavenly 


“hature shall appear in things which might otherwise 


seem only to be of dull, earthly, material substance. 
Hawthorne says of one of his characters: “ There 
was a spiritual quality in Phoebe’s activity. The life 
of the long, busy day, spent in occupations that might 
80 easily have taken a squalid and ugly aspect, had 
been made pleasant, and even levely, by the spon- 


‘taneous grace with which these homely duties seemed 


to bloom out of her character, so that labor, while 
she dealt with it, had the easy and flexible charm of 
play. Angels do not toil, but let their good works 
grow out of them.” 

- But we know, from its frequent lack, that grace is 
not always spontaneous, that cheerfulness does not 
always come at call. Duty is always there, waiting, 
d2manding to be taken up. We shrink and cringe 
before it, finding no reserves of joy in view of it, no 


‘sudden accession#of native strength to empower us to 
‘do it lightly and with ease. 


We mistrust that it 
requires something more than natural ‘buoyancy, or 
the hilarity of youthful spirits, to carry us through a 
lifetime of duty with true joy of soul. We cannot 
leave duty undone. Shall we do it in a half-hearted, 
unloyal, unloving way, that takes all the sweetness 
out of life, and unfits us for further and fuller duties? 

The way in which we perform duty corresponds to 
our character. A strong, joyous, continuous life of 
faith in God makes duty radiant. The right per- 
formance of the least duty has deep and unbroken 
relations to the hidden, spiritual energy which we 
draw from God. Spiritual energy comes only from 
the Eternal. We cannet imagine an angel flagging 
before the most difficult, the most depressing, or the 
dullest duty. His ardent spirit would feel no repul- 
sion in the presence of the most self-obliterating duty, 
for his spiritual energy is ever at the full. He is 
always in communication with inexhaustible power 
and infinite life-force in God. But is an angel nearer 
to God, and in fuller communication with him, than 
a Christian may be,—one who is united to him in the 
beloved Son? Has not a believer power and abun- 
dant grace in God for every duty, if only he will 
avail himself of it? -So much so that he might, be 
clothed on with a grace that should make even the 
routine duties of household, office, school, or farm, a 
very means of spiritual and communicated: help to 
every one with him! 

’ But it may be felt that this puts too high a strain 
on things purely earthly, lifts them from their sphere, 
or rather degrades the high and holy things which 
are too sacred for common use. Not so. It is be- 
cause we do not lift these common and irksome 
duties up to the plane of spiritual sacrifices to God, 
that large spaces of our lives are barren. Need the 
hours of the day, filled with care and labor, be emptied 
of a worshipful spirit, or shall each act of duty, as it 


comes, be an act of ptaise to God,—another avenue 
by which our free spirits shall go out to do his glorious 
will, another mode of doing all to the glory‘of God? 

Were each act of the day only another mode of 
love to God, then would our duties become brilliant, 
not because we strove to give them a show of beauty, 
but by reason of an intrinsic worth far beyond the 
value of the deed, and because they would be lighted 
up from within by the highest glow which a human 
spirit can experience,—a rapt devotion to God. ° 

“'Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as unto the 
Lord, and not unto men,” 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


Now that we speak of the Authorized Version of our 
English Bible, in contrast with the Revised Version, we 
are liable to lose sight of the fact that. there were yr- 
sions of the English Bible in popular use long before 
our Authorized Version, and that the latter was in its 
earlier days looked at with even more suspicion than 
now attaches to the Revised Version in the minds of the 
most conservative Bible lovers. This truth is called to 
mind by a Penn«ylvania reader, who writes : 

I wish to know what version of the Bible was used by the 
Plymouth Pilgrims of 1620, and where in Philadelphia or New 
York a copy may be seen, if it was other than the Authorized 
Version of 1611. If you can help me, I shall be greatly obliged. 


The Pilgrims left England for Holland in 1607, or four 
years before the Authorized Version was published. At 
that time, as from the beginning of Queen Elizabeth’s 
reign, the popular version of the Bible was that which 
had been prepared at Geneva by the Puritan exiles in 
the reign of Queen Mary. The bishops had attempted 
to displace this Genevan version by preparing a rival 
translation. But this “Bishops’ Bible” never com- 
manded popular confidence and respect, and was even 
refused the royal sanction to compel its use in the 
churches, Nor had it any merits that would enable it 
to displace the Geneva Bible without the weight and 
force of authority on its side. The Pilgrims, of course, 
took their English Bibles to Holland with them; and 
there these must have grown doubly dear, as speaking 
English to them in a land of strangers. We might pre- 
sume, even, in the absence of direct evidence, that these 
Bibles were of the Genevan version, and that the Pilgrims 
had no inducement to make the exchange from these to 
the version prepared at the order of a persecuting king, by 
the scholarship of a church which had been the means 
of driving them from their native land. Indeed, the 
Genevan version retained its hold on the Puritans and 
the Separatists of England and of America for a full gene- 
ration after the Authorized Version had been before the 
people, the former being printed for their use as late as 
1644. It therefore is not surprising to find, in Governor 
Bradford’s “ History of Plymouth Plantation,” which 
was written about 1650, that all the scriptural quotations 
are from the Geneva Bible. This proves that not King 
James’s, but the Genevan version, was in use among the 
Pilgrim Fathers. Copies of this version may be found 
in the Astor and the Lenox Library, New York City. 


As it is true that many customs approved by our fathers 
are reprehended by us, so it is likely to be true that cus- 
toms which we accept as tolerable will be reprehended 
by ourchildren. A brother from New York City gives 
a supposed illustration of this truth after this sort: 


Tn an editorial note, May 2, you set forth the important doc- 
trine that we must do better than our fathers did, if we would 
seem to do as well as they did; and you applied it to wine- 
drinking, concerning the evil of which people have come to 
take more enlightened views than were held by those of equal 
intelligence a generation ago. This is a sample of the highest 
class of lessons to be learned by studying the past, and I am 
glad that you give us these scraps of the philosophy of history 
occasionally ; for most of us nowadays read history only in 
scraps. But the suggestion that came to me on reading your 
note was concerning the fature. When our grandchildren come 
upon these scenes, they will be the enlightened class, and we 
shall be the old fogies whose finished history will teach them 
the duty of progress. The Sunday School Times of a future 
generation will print an editorial note concerning evils which 
now seem less iniquitous than wine-drinking, but which then 
will be held as bad as wine-drinking was in A. D. 1891. Per- 
haps that note may run like this :*“ The right and wrong of 
tobacco-using js perhaps too extensive a subject for discussion 
in The Sunday School Times just now. Whether chewing is 
better or worse than smoking may be a settled or an unsettled 
question ; and readers may disagree as to the more or less bar- 
barous character of smoking in public places, smoking by the 





young, infringing the rights of one’s wife by smoking in the 
parlor, and soon. But one or two points ought to be regarded 


as settled. A distinguished politician of Massachusetts, in a 
time of widespread party dissensions, appealed to his associates. 
to agree upon something: ‘ Let us at least agree upon the deca- 
logue and the multiplication-table’ Let us agree.on at least; 
a few points in the ethics of smoking. Smoking in the pulpit 
is not fashionable, Even in the pews we have nothing worse 
than chewing, and that is dying out. Perhaps it is safe to say 
that smoking in any part of the audience-room is generally 
frowned upon ; but here wecome to the limit in most localities, 
and there is a crying need of an advance. Our more progres- 
sive churches have got beyond these axiomatic and elementary 
standards, and their example calls loudly for followers. They 
have taken the stand that a deacon, a steward, or an elder, or 
even a trustee, ought to exhibit a little better pattern of moral 
behavior than we now see. It is demanded that such officers 
refrain from lighting their cigars in the vestibule, on coming 
out of an evening meeting, lest the younger church-members 
be led to believe that self-denial has become a lost graee; and 
a few heroic bands have even gone so far as to ask that cigars 
be not lighted at all on the church premises, because the red 
dots of fire standing around in the darkness will show up the 
silly habit too forcibly, and disgrace the church in the eyes of 
the world. All who love purity, and believe that obedience to 
John’s injunction in relation to it (1 John 3: 3) isan important 
means of strengthening the Christian’s hope of heaven, should 
earnestly support this movement; and in the near future we 
may hope to advance still farther,—to the point where a church 
officer shall not smoke on the steps of the church (even at an 
assignment of pews on a week-day morning), shall not smoke 
on the street, and, in fact, shal] not smoke at all.” Of course, 
there is coming a time far better than that indicated by this 
sketch, and the faith that helps us to see this is a precious 
anchor to the soul; but remember that I am tow looking only 
a short distance ahead,—say, two or three generations. 


It is one thing to be like-minded with Christ; it is 
‘another thing to be a blind imitator of his personal con- 
duct. His spirit is for our imitation, but his manner of 
showing that spirit may not be. a proper one for us in 
our day and sphere. Principles, not rules, are disclosed 
to us in the Bible for our guidance in daily living. And 
the progress of Christianity brings into prominence the 
importance of courses of action that formerly were not 
recognized as praiseworthy. The editorial reiteration of 
this truth in these pages has called out the following 
protest from a New York State reader : 

In your paper of May 2 you remark “ that social wine-drinking 
marks a lower Christian standard to-day than a generation ago.” 
I would inquire who it is that has made this standard. Our 
Saviour taught that it was not what we eat or drink that causes 
aspiritual defilement. Itis plainly deducible from our Saviour’s 
teachings that we are not to judge of one’s character by what 
he eats or drinks, or by what he abstains from using. We may 
judge of the manner in which he eats or drinks. It was not the 
sanctified man, but rather the natural man, that taught the 
“Touch not, taste not, handle not,” precept found in Colossians 
2:21. The apostle Paul says, in Colossians 2 : 16, “Let. no 
man judge you in meat or in drink.” Wet it never be said that 
it is a sin to use wine within the bounds of temperance and 
moderation, nor that total abstinence in the abstract is a Chris- 
tian virtue. Those positions imply that our Saviour was not 
perfect, thus opening the door to infidelity. 

Let us see how this claim that it is always safe and 
right to do just as our Lord Jesus did, will stand the test 
of actual practice. In Luke 2:12 it is said of him: 
“And it came to pass in these days, that he went out 
into the mountain to pray; and he continued all night in 
prayer to God.” Now, suppose that a man be sick with 
pneumonia, and his physician tells him that he can 
leave his bed only at the peril of his life,—will it be safe 
and right for him to go out from his house, and spend 
the whole night in prayer, on the score of doing just as 
his Lord did? Or, on the other hand, will it not, in 
such a case, be sinful for him to do an act that is nota 
sin per se? Blind imitation of Christ may be reprehen- 
sible defiance of his will in a matter like this. And so 
in the matter of dress, of food, uf drink, or of dwelling- 
place, it is folly to claim that we show the spirit of Christ 
by a formal imitation of his mode or manner. It has 
been claimed by some that the example of our Lord re- 
quires that we should live in perpetual poverty; and on 
the strength of this belief it was that the order of Fran- 
ciscans was established, with its yows to imitate our Lord 
at this point, Is it true that our characters are never to 
be judged by what we eat ordrink? Does not the drink- 
ing of a solution of “ Rough on Rats” indicate a person’s 
spirit and character, with our present light on that 


wine-drinking in our day, the Apostle Paul says ex- 
plicitly (Rom. 14: 21), “It is good not to eat flesh, nor 
‘to drink wine, nor to do anything whereby thy brother 
stumbleth.” No, it is not passing any teflection on our 
Lord’s course when we decide that for ourselves it would 
be unwise and perilous, and therefore simple, to drink 





article? And as to the principle involved in social 


wine—or whisky—socially or privately at the present, 
time. Our Lord had much to say about the duty of. 
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slaves to their masters, and he never said anything spe- 
cifically against slavery ; but that does not justify us in 
holding slaves to-day. Both slavery and social liquor- 
drinking “ mark a lower Christian standard to-day than 
a generation ago,” simply because the better understand- 
ing of the spirit of Christ has brought Christians more 
and more away from those customs. 








A-PRAYER. 
BY RICHARD E. BURTON, PH.D. 


Grant me, thou Spirit ot ethereal guise, 

Thou ministrant where souls do build a shrine 

All ineorporeal,—so to rule my days 

That I may enter there and kneel, and learn 

The secrets of the Invisible, grow wise 

In knowledges uniting us with God. 

So may I not forget the quiet claims 

Of things immortal, sweet insistencies 

Of heart, those murmurings less than lightest breeze, 
Yet charged with dooms, those wordless wafts divine. 
Nor towards the grosser world my vision blur, 

Until I miss its meaning, fail to glimpse 

Great deeds in small, a lifetime in a tear, 

The soul of Psyche in a butterfly. 

Grant me these benisons, and all is well. 


Hartford, Conn. 





LUTHER, ZWINGLI, AND CALVIN. 


BY PHILIP SCHAFF, D.D., LL.D. 


Luther, Zwingli, and Calvin are the greatest among the 
reformers of the sixteenth century, and the most repre- 
sentative and influential men of their age. The public 
labors of Luther embraced twenty-nine years, from 1517 
to 1546; those of Zwingli twelve years, from 1519 to 1531 
(though some date his career as a reformer from Ein- 
siedeln at 1516); those of Calvin twenty-eight years, 
from 1536 to 1564. i 

Calvin was twenty-five years younger than Luther and 
Zwingli, and had the great advantage of building on 
their foundation. He is inferior to them as an original 
reformer, and as a man of action, but superior as a sys- 
tematic thinker and disciplinarian. They furnished the 
stones from the quarry; he constructed them into a 
habitable building. His character is less attractive, and 
his life less dramatic, than theirs; he lacked the genial 
element of humor; he was a Christian stoic, stern, severe, 
and unbending. His name will never rouse popular en- 
thusiasm, as Luther’s and Zwingli’s did at the celebration 
of the fourth centennial of their birthday; no marble 
statues have been erected to his memory, and even his 
grave is unknown, 

But, by his exegetical and theological writings, Calvin 
has exerted, and still exerts, more influence than any 
other reformer, upon the Protestant churches of the 
Latin and Anglo-Saxon races. He made little Geneva 
for 2 hundred years the Protestant Rome, and the best 
disciplined church in Protestant Christendom. History 
furnishes no more striking example of a man of so little 
personal popularity, and yet such great influence upon 
the people; of such natural timidity and bashfulness 
combined with such strength of intellect and character, 
and such control over his and future generations. He 
was by nature and taste a retiring scholar, but Provi- 
dence made him an organizer and ruler of churches. 

The three reformers were of different origin and edu- 
cation. Luther, the son of a German peasant, a student 
of Paul and Augustin, of Tauler and Staupitz, was 
trained in the school of monasticism and mysticism, and 
retuined strong churchly and orthodox convictions and 
prejudices. Zwingli, the son of a Swiss country magis- 
trate, a republican patriot, a student of the ancient 
classics, and an admirer of Erasmus, passed through the 
door of the Renaissance to the Reformation, and broke 
more completely away from medizvalism. Calvin, a 
native Frenchman, a patrician by education and taste, 
studied law as well as theology, and by his legal and 
judicial mind was well qualified to build up a new Chris- 
tian commonwealth. 

Zwingli and Luther met once face to face at Marburg, 
and did not underctand each other. The Swiss extended 
to the German the hand of fellowship, notwithstanding 
their difference of opinion on the mode of Christ’s pres- 
ence in the eucharist; but Luther, under restraint of 
conscience, refused it. Calvin saw neither Luther nor 
Zwingli, but was intimate with Melanchthon, whom he 
met at the colloquies in Worms and Regensburg, and 
with whom he kept up a correspondence till his death. 
He placed the Germap Reformer above the Swiss, and 

declared that, even if Luther should call him a devil, he 


would still esteem Luther as a most eminent servant of 
God. Luther saw, probably, only two books of Calvin,— 
his reply to Sadolet, and his tract on the Lord’s Supper; 
but these he seems to have read with singular delight 
(cum singulari voluptate), and he sent respectful greetings 
to Calvin through Melanchthon, who informed him that 
he was in high favor with the Wittenberg doctor. 
Calvin, in his theology, mediated between Zwingli 
and Luther,—as Melanchthon mediated between Luther 
and Calvin,—a friend of both, but unlike both in dis- 
position and temper; a man of peace between two men 
of war. The correspondence between Calvin and 
Melanchthon, considering their theological disagreement 
on the vital questions of predestination and free-will, is 
highly honorable to both. The friendships between 
Luther and Melanchthon, between Zwingli and Oecco- 
lampadius, between Calvin and Beza, between Bullinger 
and Myconius, are among the finest chapters in the his- 
tory of the Reformation, and in the history of friendship. 
Widely as the Reformers differed in talent, tempera- 
ment, and minor points of doctrine and discipline, they 
were great and good men, equally honest and earnest, 
unselfish and unworldly, brave and fearless, ready at any 


labored for the same end: the renovation of the Catholic 
Church by leading it back to the teaching and example 
of Christ. 

Union Theological Seminary. 





THE CULTIVATION OF THE MISSIONARY 
SPIRIT IN THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


BY THE REV. JESSE T. WHITLEY. 


The missionary spirit is that disposition of mind and 
heart which finds expression in active and persevering 
efforts to spread abroad the-truth of God, and win human 
souls to Christ. It is the plant of love, blossoming into 
prayers of intercession, and fruiting into deeds of evan- 
gelism. 

It is a disposition that can be cultivated. It is not 
indigenous to the human soul. Divine grace plants it 
there, in the hour that brings forgiveness of sin. The 
first impulse of a converted soul is to thanksgiving; the 
next is to tell the story of salvation to other souls. No 
sooner has he sung, in his ecstasy, “Glory to God in the 
highest,” than he adds, “On earth peace, good-will toward 
men,” He rejoices in the privilege of praying, working, 
giving, to glorify Christ and rescue perishing humanity. 
But this holy impulse does not usually long persist in 
undiminished power. The glow fades, and not seldom 
a long season of dulness and inactivity ensues. After- 
wards the spiritual pulse quickens somewhat, and the 
life moves’ on more steadily. The era of fluctuating im- 
pulse is past, and sober principle prevails. Now comes 
the season of cultivation, extending through all the fol- 
lowing years. ‘By reading and reflection, by prayer and 
conversation, and especially by active expression of the 
missionary spirit in personal work for Christ, and in giv- 
ing pecuniary support to evangelistic work at home and 
abroad, the Christian heart is brought more and more 
completely under the sway of the missionary principle. 
It thus turns out that many a person whose original dis- 
position was selfish and miserly, is transformed by long 
and patient cultivation into a broad-minded and liberal 
helper of the missionary cause. 

The missionary spirit is a disposition that can be cul- 
tivated in theSunday-school. Suffer a suggestion or two 
as to methods of accomplishing this. One way is to 
keep informed in the literature ef missions. He who 
would have his pulse quickened, and his heart set aglow, 
must learn what has been done, and what needs to be 
done, at home and abroad, to subdue the kingdoms of 
this world to Jesus Christ. Every Sunday-school worker 
would do well to take one or more missionary periodicals, 
and to read them after he takes them. The great prin- 
ciples that underlie the missionary enterprises of the 
Church of God should be as well known to him az the 
prices of stocks and the quotations of the markets. The 
multiplication-table ought not to be more familiar to a 
Christian than the reasons for evangelizing the heathen 
by the particular methods that are now in operation. 
And out of the fulness of this knowledge, superintend- 
ents and teachers should impart from time to time to 
their scholars. This can be done’ partly in connection 


| with the regular lessons, and partly by means of special 


meetings for public addresses of a popular character. 
A judicious use can be made of missionary literature in 
this connection, Especially should the scholars be im- 
pressed with the fact that the Bible, the book upon which 
the Sunday-school itself is founded, and out of which 





comes the truth that constitutes all their themes of study, 





moment to go to the stake for their conviction. They | 


is saturated with the missionary idea, They should be 
impressed with the fact that Jesus himself is the master 
spirit of missions, and that all such work is done under 
the impulse of obedience to that commission which he 
gave to all of his disciples: “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature.” 

A missionary tone should also be given to the devo- 
tional exercises with which the school is opened and 
closed. Not always, but often, the songs might well 
breathe the spirit of missions, and the prayers include 
fervent petitions in behalf of this cause. It would not 
be amiss to hold a special meeting of teachers and schol- 
ars once in a while, to make supplication in behalf of par- 
ticular enterprises in the home and foreign fields. Many 
a time has a song made its nest in the heart of a child, 
and from that nest have come at length, on fluttering 
wings, holy ambitions and glorious deeds. Many a time 
has a brief prayer turned. the current of childish thought 
and feeling into channels that have conducted a noble 
life to realms of widest usefulness in after days. That 
which we sing about, and pray over, soon takes hold 
upon the roots of our being, and helps to control the 
fruitage of our lives. , 

Still another method of cultivating the spirit of mis- 
sions is to stimulate the disposition to give money to the 
support of missionary enterprises. When will the day 
arrive that shall witness the payment by the church of 
all the ordinary expenses of the school, so as to allow 
the regular gifts of the children to be devoted to missions 
and kindred purposes? What better way of cultivating 
the spirit of missions than by encouraging the scholars 
to earn their own money, and out of that to give freely 
a contribution every week, to spread the truth of God 
throughout the earth? Let the children know that what 


‘they give is devoted to this purpose, and their gifts will 


be poured into the treasury with an intelligence and an 
enthusiasm hitherto unknown. Sometimes a single class 
or a whole Sunday-school has been organized into a mis- 
sionary society, and trained to intelligent and conscien- 
tious efforts in this direction. The necessary details of 
method will occur to any careful superintendent or 
teacher. What I wish to emphasize just here is, that 
the way to train a school in the spirit of missions is to 
turn on the light of full information, supply the stimu- 
lus of prayer and song, and foster the habit of regular 
giving, according to the measure of each one’s ability, 
to honor Christ in the spread of his truth and salvation 
among men. 

And this is a matter of duty. The missionary spirit 
is a disposition of mind and heart that ought to be cul- 
tivated in the Sunday-school. It is not a matter of option, 
but of pressing obligation. The spirit of missions is the 
spirit of Christ,—the essential spirit of Christianity. 
If the supreme object of the Sunday-school is to make 
and train Christians, then it would seem a conclusion 
from which there is absolutely no escape that a cultiva- 
tion of the missionary spirit is an essential part of Sun- 
day-school work. To omit the spirit of missions is to 
omit Christ, is to ieave the body without a soul, is to 
strike from the solar system the glorious sun himself, 
To foster a large-hearted missionary zeal in the Sunday- 
school is to inculcate the spirit of Christ, and in so far to 
vindicate the right of the school to exist. 

Oh, be faithful to Christ in training the children in 
ways of loving, self-denying service! Out of that school 
or class of yours may go forth the most Christ-like 
missionary of the twentieth century. 

Ashland, Va. 





IM SUBRA. 
BY MARY GORDON, 


This is the name of an old Arab woman who lives ina 
little Mt. Lebanon village. At least, that is the name 
by which sheis known. The name given her at her birth 
has long since been forgotten by the most of the com- 
munity,—for, like all Arab women, she had no value till 
she had given birth toason. This son was called Subra, 
and thereafter she was known only as Im Subra, the 
mother of Subra. I do not know how old she is, but she 
looks as if her pilgrimage was begun eighty years ago, 
and had been a weary one. She is so bowed by life’s 
heavy burdens that her vision will never again sweep 
the zenith. Her bare, brown feet hardly raise the old 
heel-lesé slippers from the ground, as she creeps along 
with her staff. She draws herself laboriously up the 
steps of the little mission chapel she loves so well, and 
enters, panting for breath. Her worn dress of a striped 
cotton stuff, is quaint and Oriental in cut, and mostly 





concealed by the long, soft muslin veil which falls from 
her head about her entire form. She is so bent that, 
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when seated, she looks like a heap of clothing, covered by 
ahay-cap. It was touching to see her, the other day, at 
the examination of one of the mission schools. She made 
her way slowly to the front seat, that she might see all. 
One of her grandchildren was a pupil of the school, and 
as the child stood at the board to write an Arabic exer- 
cise, or work out a simple problem, the light of pride 
which kindled on the wrinkled old face was pathetic. 
The child was doing something so utterly beyond the 
intellectual touch of the grandmother, that she doubtless 
felt as if some magic had changed her own progeny into 
a form she hardly recognized. 

She has been ill of late, and we thought the goal 
almost reached. The missionary took me to see her, and 
we found her lying with only a thin sack or mattress of 
wool between her and the hard mud floor, It was very 
hot, and her, daughter-in-law had drawn the bed near the 
door, in hope of tempting in any breeze that might be 
straying among the closely packed little stone houses. 
Every breath of the sufferer was an effort, and, to leasen 
the labor, she had drawn herself to the top of the mat- 
tress, and half reclined against the hard wall. The ap- 
pointments of this humble couch were not of the choicest; 
and from time to time as we sat beside it on the floor, the 
brown, bony fingers of its occupant were extended to 
pick off a flea, with the dexterity of a practiced marks- 
man, There were two openings in the walls, which 
served as windows, but as they were unglazed, the cool 
days and the stormy ones, allowed neither light nor air 
to pass through the closed shutters to the sufferer. In 
one corner of the room stood several large sacks of barley, 
in another a very ancient chest, heavily iron bound; a 
few rude cooking utensils lay under one of the windows, 
while the extra garments of the family hung about the 
émoked walls. In the middle of the floor, on a straw 

‘tray, lay the remains of the last meal, which had con- 
sisted of prickly pears, and the coarse bread of the 
country, baked in cakes about the size and thickness of a 
tea-plate. There was neither chair nor table in the 
house, which, I think, consisted of this one room only. 

Fearing the ladies might tire of sitting on the floor, the 
daughter sent her child to borrow two chairs of a neigh- 
bor into whose abode the nineteenth century had begun 
tocreep. As there was no chimney, this daughter was 
cooking the evening meal just outside the door, She was 
making a stew of mutton and squash. The kettle stood 
upon two stones, between which was a fire of a few 
small twigs and some dried thorns. Here too, on coals 
which she had drawn out, sat the funny little Arab coffee- 
pot, from which the hot, thick, and fragrant beverage 
was served to the guests in wee cups holding about a 
tablespoonful. It looked to us like a dollies’ picnic; 
bat there was little of the-picnic air about the unkept 
woman who stirred the dying embers, or the patient old 
sufferer, half lying on the mud floor, half leaning against 
the stone wall. 

The missionary lady took up the Arabic Bible, and 
read, “In my Father’s house are niany mansions, I 
go to prepare a place for you.” What a contrast pre- 
sented by our poor surrezndings and the riches of the 
promise. The dim e!d eyes seemed to catch sight of it, 
and light up with hope. For though Im Subra cannot 
read, and perhaps knows barely enough to count the 
loaves of bread she takes to the village oven to bake, she 
has heard from the missionary the story of Him who 
loved the poor, and in him she places the unquestioning 
faith of a child. 

The missionary’s wife has a little box which she calls 
Im Subra’s “bank.” Into it she drops, from time to time, 
little sums of money, placed in her hands for charitable 
purposes. Im Subra prefers to have this miniature 
savings bank, for, if she has the money herself, it is often 
borrowed to meet the exigencies of the family, and not 
returned. It is a comfort to her in her many illnesses 
to send now and then for a few pennies to buy something 
she needs. Another of her comforts is to send one of her 
grandchildren to the missionary’s house with a lump of 
sugar to have dropped upon it some essence of pepper- 
mint. The day we went to see her she had such a lump 
under her pillow, and took it out occasionally to nibble 
at it. 


The above notes were made in Syria. Since return- 
ing home, the writer has received word that Im Subra 
has left the hard floor and the cold wall of her window- 
less abode, and has entered one of the “many mansions” 
of which the lady read to her that day. She kept her 
faith to the end, though great efforts were made to induce 
her to renounce it. Her illness was long, but she was 
calm, patient, and trustful through it all. 

I do not draw this sketch because it is unusual, but 


read it, would wonder that the subject had awakened 
interest enough to be written down at all. It is just such 
unpretentious work as this which fills the missionary’s 
days; it is just such simple souls as Im Subra that he is 
constantly leading away from the husks on which they 
have been feeding, to the satisfying plenty of the Father’s 
house. 

Exeter, N. H. 


. 





ANGEL-SHIELDED. 
BY MARY BARKER DODGE. 


Why dread to brave swift travel o’er the deep ? 
Why shrink from coursing through the sundered air, 
Sped by the Vulcan-forces that out-flare 
The loosened lightning? Why weird vigils keep 
(In bowers devoted to the bloom of sleep) 
Holding till dawn a weary tryst with care, 
Because of stalking Sin, whose minions dare 
The sanctities of life to overleap ? 


Dost know thou not, dear child of timid heart, 
Thy guardian angel, free to see God’s face, 

Is quick to serve thee wheresoe’er thou art ? 

That though about thee dangers may abound, 
Greater than danger is thy Father’s grace, 

Whose white-winged cohorts compass thee around. 


Philadelphia. 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


_———_—_ 


CARS OFF THE TRACK. 


A TEMPERANCE STORY. 
BY THE REV, EDWARD A. RAND. 


“*Press!’ ‘Times!’ Murder! Rum did it!” 

A damp, chilling air was breathed by a sea wind over 
the city, and Jerry Tompkins, a newsboy, with a roll of 
papers under his arm, was busily crying the news: “ Rum 
did it! Murder!” 

A young man met Jerry now singing out: “ Last edi- 
tion! Latest news!” 

“Say, Bub!” 

At this challenge, Jerry looked up into the pleasant 
face of the young man. 

“ Come in here, Bub!” he urged. ‘‘ Cold,—ain’t ye? 
Come in! Oysters and a little something to go with it,” 

“ A little something!” Jerry knew what it meant. 
One pane of the window near h‘m exhibited a painted 
beer-mug, and there was a continual gush of painted 
foam over the brim. 

Jerry looked at the young man. 

“Thanks! But didn’t I say, ‘Rum did it’? In the 
paper, you know. Guess you don’t sell papers.” 

“Not this way; but I’m in the paper business,—periodi- 
cals, you know, and so on,—and have a feeling for you. 
That ain’t rum, though. It is beer.” 

“ One is a step to t’other, and I want to keep my head 
level, you know.” 

“ Your head is high enough.” 

“If I took that,”—here Jerry pointed at the painted 
froth,—“ my feet would get higher than my head some 
day, and I'd be a-lyin’ in the gutter and a chap be a-hol- 
lerin’ ahout me, ‘ Rum did it!’” 

It was an interesting scene, the ruddy-faced young 
man gesticulating and coaxing, the news-boy pointing 
at the window and shaking his head. 

At last the ruddy-faced young man said: 

“T believe you’re right. Reckon I won’t go in myself. 
I want to keep my head level.” 

The next moment Jerry was crying: “ Rum did it! 
Murder! Last edition ‘ Times,’ ‘ Press’ !” 

“Sonny, give me a paper!” 

It was a cordial kind of voice addressing Jerry. The 
boy knew his customer. 

“It’s Radcliffe,” Jerry said to himself. 
something to do with the Central Air Line. 
give me a chance! ” : 

Could Jerry’s thought have. been telegraphed by an 
invisible wine to Mr. Radcliffe’s brain? Hesaid the next 
moment: 

“ Jerry, if you want a chance to sell papers in the cars, 
you may have it. I heard what you said to that young 
man. I like your principles.” 

When Jerry returned to his home, he reported his 
reply to his folks. 

“I snapped at that chance, I tell ye, quick as a snap- 
pin’ turtle! Said I,‘ Yes;—sir.’ Radcliffe said I shall 
have a salary, so much a month,—what is right, you 
know.” 

What a piping up of Radcliffe-voices ! 

“Our Jerry’s goin’ to have a sal’ry! 








“ He has 
Wish he’d 


Our Jerry’s 





because it is so common that the missionary, should she 


Such a big wind of prosperity it was that suddenly 
had blown into the Tompkins’s “ seven by nine” kitchen! 
And when Jerry told about his declination of Bob 
Billings’s offer, that aroused additional interest. 

“We may be poor, but we are temperance, and we are 


jecing to rise,” said Jerry’s sister Sue, a pretty young 


‘woman, with a crown of golden hair and a dimple in 
‘each pink-tinted cheek. 

“ Yqs, yes!” shouted in chorus all the young Tomp- 
kinses. ‘‘ We’re a-goin’ to rise! We are temp’rance!” 
Jerry’s life on the rail was prosperous and uneventful 
until one day,—ah me, those days in the cars when some- 
thing dreadful happens ! 

It was the noon express, and the cars were shooting 
along at a lively rate. Bob Billings, that young periodi- 
cal dealer, was in the train that day. He was urged by 
a group of men in the smoking-car to “ take something.” 
“Here!” said one that they called Janvrin, handing 
Bob a huge flask with a very positive smell). “ Help 
yourself! Not going to be stingy in this crowd.” 

“‘ |—I—I”— stammered Bob, holding the flask irreso- 
lutely, and looking along the car aisJe, 

Why did he stammer? What did he see? 

He saw a boy with papers hurrying down the aisle. 
The boy had eyed him all-the time, and kept shaking 
his head. 

“ Don’t believe I’d better!” said Bob to Janvrin. 
Jerry was now at Bob’s side. 

* Bub, have some?” said Janvrin. 

“No, I thank you,” replied Jerry promptly. 

“Why not, boy?” 

* Like to keep my head on top.” 

The men all shouted, haw-hawed, called him “‘ philoso- 
pher,” “Solomon,” “little owl,” slapped one another 
on the shoulder as “ good fellers,” and then drained the 
flask. : 

It was half an hour later. The noon express had 
screamed its way through half a dozen villages, and was 
rattling toward another, when suddenly came a horrible 
thumping and jumping and bumping of the cars. 

“ Train left the track!” was the awful thought jarring 
through Jerry’s brain. 

Not much time for thought. Another moment there 
was an awful plunge somewhere, and down, down, down 
went the smoking-car, baggage-car, anda coach. Jerry 
shut his eyes, and his heart stopped beating for that 
moment. At the end of this avalanche plunge, Jerry 
was conscious that he was lying on his back, trying to 
press something aside. It was a passenger’s traveling-bag 
that had fallen upon him. Then he began to work his 
way toward a patch of light ahe#@. Then he was 
smashing the glass of a car-window. Then—but he 
heard a voice making an appeal for help. 

“Oh, it is Bob’s voice!” said Jerry. 

Back he went. 

“Here, Bob, here! This way!” 

Bob could not see. A blow had blinded him. Jerry, 
though, seized him, pulled him along, and out of the 
broken car-window they crawled, just in time to escapé 
the flames that had been kindled by a stove carelessly 
permitted to do the work of Heating. 

What a'scene of ruin! Coach, smoking-car, baggage- 
car,—al! at the bottom of a high embankment, in a 
tumult of disentanglement, while out of the chaos people 
were crawling, begging help for themselves or for people 
still in the ruins. A rescue party had been organized, 
and the wounded were carried to the village nigh at 
hand, The unharmed Jerry led Bob to an extemporized 
hospital. Who, though, was borne past? 

“ Janvrin!” thought Jerry. ‘“‘Won’t tell Bob. It’s 
Janvrin, I know.” 

Yes, Janvrin, still sleeping, and never, alas! to awake. 

Bob’s blow was not a serious one. The wound in the 
forehead soon healed, and he could see again as clearly 
as ever. 

“‘ Mean to make one use of my eyesight,” declared Bob, 

“ What’s that?” asked Jerry. ‘ 

“Mean to see my name, Jerry, under a stiff tem- 
perance pledge.” 

" And one other thing Bob and Jerry both saw one day, 
looking above the door of a periodical store. There, on 
a newly lettered sign, shone this proud firm-name: “ Bill- 
ings and Tompkins.” 

And people do say that one other firm-name will be 
seen some day,—not the least doubt in the world, so 
don’t worry, anybody. This will be the partnership: 
“ Robert Billings and Susan Tompkins.” 

Won’t the young Tompkinses all pipe in louder, 
sweeter, more jubilant chorus than ever: “We are a- 
goin’ to rise! We are temp’rance |” 





goin’ to have a sal’ry!” 


Watertown, Mass. 
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LESSON HELPS. 


—< ——_ 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Second Quarter, 1891.] 


1. April 5.—Saved from Fami 2 Kings] ; 1-16 
2. April 12.—The Good and Evil in Jehw.......... 00-0000 2 Kings 

















3. April 19.—Jonah Sent to Nineveh Jonah 1: 1-17 

4. April 26.—Nineveh Brought to Repent Jonah 8 : 1-10 

5. May 3.—Israel Often Reproved Amos 4 : 4-13 
(Also, Ascension Lesson, Mark 16 : 14-20.) 

6, May 10,—Israe!’s Overthrow Foretold Amos 8 : 1-14 

7. May 17.—Sin the Cause of Sorrow. Hosea 10 ; 1-15 





(Also, Whitsunday Lesson, John 16 : 7-20.) 
8. May 24.—Captivity of Israel 2 Kings 17 : 6-18 
9. May 31.—The Temple Repaired 2 Chron, 2 : 4-14 
W. June 7.—Hezekiah the Good KinG.........c0s00+ cesses scseeseee 2 Chron, 29: 1-11 
1, June 14.—The Book of the Law Found...... ..........0-+:00 2 Chron. 24: 14-28 
12, June 21.—Captivity of JUdad...........scerreesesseereee cnvenene 2 Kings 25 : 1-12 
13. June 28.—Review ; or, Temperance Lesson, Isa. 28: 148; 
or, Missionary Lesson, Isa. 60 : 1-12. 














LESSON XIIL, SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 1891. 
SECOND QUARTERLY REVIEW. 
HOME READINGS. 


Monday, June 22 : { Lesson I. 2 Kings 7 : 1-16. 


Lesson XI. : 14-28, 
Saturday, June 27: — } Tesson XII. 2 Kings 25 : 1-12. 
Sunday, June 28: Matt. 24 : 1-28. 


; Lesson If, 2 Kings 10 : 18-31. 
punto, res: |e Some i 
Weary, ne 4: | Yemen Yi, Mens fit 
Thursday, June 25: 1 fons oon writ. aoe: 1 aS 
Friday, June 26: { — . RS cg i ‘4 4. 





TITLES AND GOLDEN TEXTS. 


Gorpen TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: Godliness is profitable 
unto all things.—1 Tim. 4: 8. 


I. SAVFD FROM FAMINE. 

Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for 

his wonderful works to the children of men!— Psa, 107 : 8. 
Il. THE GOOD AND EVIL IN JEHU. 
Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the J ord looketh 
oy the heart.—1 Sam. 16 : 7. 
III. JONAH SENT TO NINEVEH. 
Preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.—Jonah 3 : 2. 
IV. NINEVEH BROUGHT TO REPENTANCE. 

The men of Nineveh shall rise up in the judgment with this 
generation, and shall condemn it: for they repented at the 
preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here. 
—Lwuke 11 : 32. 

V. ISRAEL OFTEN REPROVED. 

He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall sud- 

denly be destroyed, and that without remedy.—Prov. 29 : 1. 
VI. ISRAEL’S OVERTHROW FORETOLD. 

Whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that which 
he seemeth to have.—Lwuke 8 : 18. 

VII. SIN THE CAUSE OF SORROW. 


Your iniquities have separated between you and your God. 


—Isa: 59 : 2. 
VIII. CAPTIVITY OF ISRAEL. 


Because ye have forsaken the Lord, he hath also forsaken 
you.—2 Chron, 24 : 20. 
IX. THE TEMPLE REPAIRED. 
God loveth a cheerful giver.—2 Cor. 9: 7. 
X. HEZEKIAH THE GOOD KING. 
Them that honour me I will honour.—1 Sam, 2 : 30. 
XI. THE BOOK OF THE LAW FOUND. 
The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of 
gold and silver.— Psa, 119 : 72. 
XII. CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH. 
Come, and let us return unto the Lord.—Hos, 6 : 1. 





TOPICS AND OUTLINES. 


Topic OF THE QUARTER: Sinning and Serving. 


1. Topic: Deliverance by the Lord. 
1. Deliverance Accomplished. 
OUTLINE : {2 Deliverance Proclaimed. 
3. Deliverance Assured. 
2. Topic: Deliverance by Human Power. 
1. Cunning Schemes. . 
OUTLINE : {2 Destractive Blows. 
3. Defective Consecration. 
8. Toric: Fleeing from the Lord. 
1, Fruitless Flight. 
OUTLINE : {2 Quick Detection. 
Fearful Penalty. 
Returning to the Lord. 


1. Warning. 
OUTLINE : {2 Return. 
3. Pardon. 


5. Topic: Reproof without Amendment. 


1. Israel’s Iniquities, 
OUTLINE : 12 Israel’s Reproofs. 
& Inet’ 8 Penalties. 


4. ToPic: 





6. Topic: Coming Doom Foretold. 
1. Symbolic Warning. 
OUTLINE : {2 2. Pungent Appeal. 
Hopeless Doom. 
7. Topic: Sorrow a Fruit of Sin. 
1. Israel’s Sins. 
OUTLINE : { 2. Israel’s Sorrows. 
3. Jehovah’s Expostulations, 
8. Topic: Forsaking and Forsaken. 
1. Forsaking the Lord, 
OUTLINE : { 2. Serving False Gods, 
3. Forsaken of God. 
9. Topic: Restoring God’s House. 
1. Spiritual Desolation. 
OUTLINE : {2 Abundant Offerings. 
3. Effective Work. 
10. Topic: Renewing God’s Service. 
1, Hezekiah’s Good inning. 
OUTLINE : {2 Hezekiah’s Sad Confession. 
3. Hezekiah’s Wise Appeal. 
11. Topic: Seeking God’s Guidance. 
. (1. Searching the Scriptures. 
OUTLINE : {2 Impressed by the Scriptures. 
3. Taught of the Lord, 
12. Topic: Reaping Sin's Harvest. 
1, Siege and Famine. 
OUTLINE: {2 Assault and Captivity. 
3. Destruction and Desolation. 





\ 
REVIEW BIBLE LIGHTS. 

Lesson 1.—Superintendent : And they went after them unto 
Jordan: and, lo, all the way was full of garments and vessels, 
which the Syrians had cast away in their haste. And the mes- 
sengers returned, and told the king. And the people went out, 
and spoiled the camp of the Syrians, Soa measure of fine flour 
was sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, 
according to the word of the Lord (2 Kings 7 : 15, 16). — 

Scholars: Oh that men would praise the Lord for his good- 
ness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men! (Psa. 
107 : 8.) 

Teachers: Praise ye the Lord. Praise the Lord, O my soul 
(Psa. 146 : 1). 

All: While I live will I praise the Lord (Psa, 146 : 2). 


Lesson 2.—Superintendent :* And the Lord said unto Jehu, 
Because thou hast done well in executing that which is right 
in mine eyes, and hast done unto the house of Ahab according 
to all that was in mine heart, thy sons of the fourth generation 
shall sit on the throne of Israel. But Jehu took no heed to 
walk’in the law of the Lord, the God of Israel, with all his 
heart: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, wherewith 
he made Israel to sin (2 Kings 10 : 30, 31). 

Scholars: Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart (1 Sam. 16: 7). 

Teachers: Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it 
are the issues of life (Prov. 4 : 23). 

Ali: Create in me a clean heart, O God (Psa. 51 : 10). 


Lesson 3.—Superintendent: Now the word of the Lord 
came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nin- 
eveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wieetene 
is come up before me (Jonah 1 : 1, 2). 


Scholars: Preach unto it the preaching that I bia thee 
(Jonah 3: 2). 
Teachers: Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it (John 2: 5). 


All; I will run the way of thy commandments (Psa. 119 : 32). 


Lesson 4.—Superintendent: And the people of Nineveh 
believed God; and they proclaimed a fast, and put on sack- 
cloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them. And 
the tidings reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his 
throne, and laid his robe from him, and covered him with sack- 
cloth, and sat in ashes (Jonah 38 : 5, 6), 

Scholars: The men of Nineveh shall rise up in the judgment 
with this generation, and shall condemn it: for they repented 
at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is 
here (Luke 11 : 32). 

Teachers: Repent ye therefore, and turn again, that your 
sins may be blotted out (Acts 3 : 19). 

All: According to the multitude of thy tender mercies blot 
out my transgressions (Psa. 51 : 1). 


Lesson 5.—Superintendent: I have overthrown some among 
you, as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye were 
as a brand plucked out of the burning: yet have ye not returned 
unto me, saith the Lord. Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O 
Israel: and because I will do this wato thee, prepare to meet 
thy God, O Israel (Amos 4 : 11, 12). 

Scholars: He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, 
shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy (Prov. 
29:1). 

Teachers: Beware, therefore, lest that come upon you, which 
is spoken in the prophets (Acts 13 : 40). 

All: Pray ye for me to the Lord, that none of the things 
which ye have spoken come upon me (Acts 8 : 24). 


Lesson 6.—Superintendent: Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a 
famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words 
of the Lord. And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from 
the north even to the east ; they shall run to and fro to seek the 
word of the Lord, and shall not find it (Amos 8 : 11, 12). 

Scholars : Whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even 
that which he seemeth to have (Luke 8 : 18). 

Teachers: He that is faithful in a very little is faithful also 
in much (Luke 16 : 10). 


All: Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast bee. 
faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things: 
enter thou into the joy of thy lord (Matt. 25 : 23). 


Lesson 7.—Superintendent : Sow to yourselves in righteous- 
ness, reap according to mercy; break up your fallow ground: 
for it is time to seek the Lord, till he come and rain righteous- 
ness upon you. Ye bave plowed wickedness, ye have reaped 
iniquity ; ye have eaten the fruit of lies: for thou didst trust in 
thy way, in the multitude of thy mighty men (Hos. 10: 12, 13), 
Scholars : Your iniquities have separated between you and 
your God (Isa. 59: 2). ° 

Teachers: Be not deceived ; God is not mocked : for whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap (Gal. 6: 7). 

All; Let us not be weary, in well-doing: for in due season 
we shall reap, if we faint not (Gal. 6 : 9). 


Lesson 8.—Superintendent: And they forsook all the com- 
mandments of the Lord their God, and made them molten'images, 
even two calves, and made an Asherah, and worshipped all the 
host of heaven, and served Baal. And they caused their sons 
and their daughters to pass through the fire, and used divina« 
tion and enchantments, and sold themselves to do that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him to anger. 
Therefore the Lord was very angry with Israel, and removed 
them out of his sight (2 Kings 17 : 16-18). 

Scholars :, Because ye have forsaken the Lord, he hath also 
forsaken you (2 Chron. 24 : 20). 

Teachers: My people have committed two evils; they have. 
forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out 
cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water (Jer. 2 : 13). 
All; God forbid that we should forsake the Lord, to serve 
other gods (Josh. 24 : 16). 


Lesson 9.—Superintendent: So the king cominanded, and 
they made a chest, and set it without at the gate of the house 
of the Lord. And they made a proclamation through Judah 
and Jerusalem, to bring in for the Lord the tax that Moses the 
servant of God laid upon Israel in the wilderness. And all the 
princes and ‘all the people rejoiced, and brought in, and cast 
into the chest, until they had made an end (2 Chron. 24 : 8-10), 
« Scholars : God loveth a cheerful giver (2 Cor, 9 : 7). 

Teachers : Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the 
firstfruits of all thine increase (Prov. 3 : 9). 

All; So shall thy barns be filled with plenty (Prov. 3 : 10). 


Lesson 10.— Superintendent: Hezekiah began to reign 
when he was five and twenty years old.... And he did that which 
was right in the eyes of the Lord, according to all that David 
his father had done (2 Chron. 29 : 1, 2 

Scholars ; Them that honour me I will honour (1 Sam, 2: 30), 

Teachers: If any man serve me, him will the Father honour 
(John 12 : 26). 

All: We will serve the Lord (Josh. 24 : 15). 


Lesson 11.—Superintendent : And it came to pass, when the 
king had heard the words of the law, that he rent his clothes, 
And the king commanded, ... saying, Go ye, inquire of the 
Lord for me, and for them that are left in Israel and in Judah, 
concerning the words of the book that is found: for great is the 
wrath of the Lord that is poured out upon us, because our 
fathers have not kept the word of the Lord, to do according 
unto all that is written in this book (2 Chron. 34 : 19-21). 

Scholars : The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thou- 
sands of gold and silver (Psa. 119 : 72). 

Teachers: These were more noble, ...in that they received 
the word with all readiness of mind, examining the scriptures 
daily, whether these things were so (Acts 17 : 11). 

All; Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law (Psa. 119: 18). 


Lesson 12.—Superintendent ; But the army of the Chal- 
deans pursued after the king, and overtook him in the plains 
of Jericho: and all his army was scattered from him, Then 
they took the king, and carried him up unto the king of Babylon 
to Riblah; and they gave judgement upon him. And they 
slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the eyes 
of Zedekiah, and bound him in fetters, and carried him to Baby- 
lon (2 Kings 25 : 5-7). 

Scholars : Come, and let us return unto the Lord (Hos. 6 : 1). 

Teachers: Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith 
the Lord of hosts (Mal. 3 : 7). 

All; Return unto thy rest,O my soul; for the Lord hath 
dealt, bountifully with thee (Psa. 116 : 7). 

Superintendent: Godliness is profitable for all things, 
having promise of the life which now is, and of that which is 
to come (1 Tim. 4 : 8). 





* RECAPITULATION. 


“Sinning and Serving” has been the general topic of 
the quarter just ending, and of the quarter preceding. this 
Through the entire six months the downward rush of both 
kingdoms has been evident. Occasionally there was an 
effort at “serving” God, but “sinning” against him was the 
rule. The few instances of faithfulness prove that “ godliness 
is profitable unto all things,” while the many instances of 
transgression prove the opposite. In the lessons of this quar- 
ter both kingdoms reach their sad end. The penalties of 
transgressions fall: Sin’s harvest is reaped. 

The preview of the quarter was thus stated at its beginning: 

Topic of the quarter: Sinning and Serving. 

Golden text for the quarter: “Godlirfess is profitable unto 





all things” (1 Tim. 4: 8). 
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LESSON TOPICS, 
1. Deliverance by the Lord. 
2. Delivérance by Human Power. 
% Fleeing from the Lord. 
4, Returning to the Lord. 
, 5. Reproof without Amendment. 
6. Coming Doom Foretold. 
7. Sorrow a Fruit of Sin. 
8. Forsaking and Forsaken. 
&. Restoring God’s House. 
10. Renewing God’s Service. 
11, Seeking God’s Guidance. 
12, Reaping Sin’s Harvest. 


Liteon 1,—“ Deliverance by the Lord” is well illustrated 
fn the relief from famine at Samaria. We see (1) Deliverance 
Accomplished by that mysterious panic which God caused in 
the Syrians; (2) Deliverance Proclaimed by the four lepers 
who so unexpectedly discovered the abandoned treasures of 
the deserted camp; and (3) Deliverance Assured to the 
stispicious king, to the brawling lord on whose hand the king 
leaned, but who ridiculed the prophet’s assurance of plenty at 
hand, and whom the eager populace trampled under their 
feet, and assured also to the famished populace who did spoil 
the Syrian camp, and who were filled with the promised 
tbundance. 

Lesson 2.—“ Deliverance by Hemen Power” stands in con- 
trast with deliverance by the Lord. Jehu’s (1) Cunning 
Bchemes and (2) Destructive Blows crush the power of Baal, 
—<destroy Baal out of Israel, as the record is,—but his (3) 
Defective Consecration is a sad blot on the whole effort. 
God, who looks on the heart, may have seen redeeming 
qualities in this zealous champion which man’s eye could not 
detect, but the Lord’s deliveranges are far cleaner and more 
complete than such »s Jehu wrought. 

* Lesson 38.+-Jonah’s first recorded experience illustrates 
"Fleeing from the Lord.” When called to uncongenial work, 
he attempted what proved to be (1) Fruitless Flight; for, in 
the sight of man, even, he met with (2) Quick Detection; and 
then came (3) Fearful Penalty,—a certain death had not the 
God from whom he sought to flee been present with his aid. 

Lesson 4.—But Jonah was saved, and he did his appointed 
work at Nineveh. In this he administered, as God’s messen- 
ger (1), Warning. And warning produced its desired result 

2), Return, on the part of the inhabitants of Nineveh, and 

umpble repentance before God. The outcome of this return, 
as in all such cases, is (3) Pardon, so full and free that it 
becomes a glorious crown upon the topic “ Rnaeing’ to the 
Lord.” 

Lesson 5.—Israel gives a conspicuous instance of “ mati 
without Amendment.” (1) Israel’s Iniquities were many, 
varied, and glaring. (2) Israel’s Reproofs were equally 
numerous. They were varied, too, to meet each special form 
Of iniquity, Then came (3) Israel’s Penalties, crashing, like 
peals of thunder, upon the ears of the rebellious nation. 

Lesson 6.—Penalties upon Israel were threatened, but with 
nd good result. Now we find “Coming Doom Foretold.” 
Of this God gives (1) Symbolic Warning, which he follows 
with (2) Pangent Appeal, but all in vain; therefore (3) 
Hopeless Doom is announced. Israel’s days are numbered. 

Lesson 7.—As an impressive homily on the entire career 
of Israel there is presented “Sorrow a Fruit of Sin” (1) 
Israel’s Sins and (2) Israel’s Sorrows are set forth in their 
inevitable connection. and, as-vindicating justice and exposing 
guilt, (3) Jehovah’s Expostulations are rehearsed. Israel’s 
doom was in spite of Jebovah’s desires. 

Lesson 8.—A solemn sample of, retributive justice appears 
under the topic “ Forsakjng and Forsaken.” Israel iswividly 
painted as (1) Forsaking the Lord. Then, as not simply 
abandoning him, but as provoking his jealousy by (2) Serving 
False Gods. Then comes the fearful avalanche of divine 
wrath,—they are (3) t‘orsaken of God, and are removed out 
of his sight. Judah alone remains, Israel is carried into its 
final and fatal captivity. 

Lesson 9.—Israel gone, what shall occur in Judah? Better 
days seem to dawn there, for the first act of theirs on which 
we pause is “ Restoring God’s House.” (1) Spiritual Desola- 
tion attended the dilapidated and neglected condition of the 
sanctuary. But the people were recalled to duty by good 
King Joash, and they poured into the temple’s treasury (2) 
Abundant Offerings, which act was followed by’ (3) Effective 
Work; and so'the house of God once more stood in proper 
order, and its services once more blessed the nation. 

Lesson 10.—Another godly king, Hezekiah, follows, under 
_ whom was a noble effort at “ Renewing God’s Service.” In 
this effort we see Hezekiah’s (1) Good Beginning, (2) Sad 
Confession, and (3) Wise Appeal. By these measures the 
“fierce anger” of Jehovah is turned away from Judah and 
Jerusalem, and prosperity seemed about to dawn again upon 
them. 

Lesson 11.—Still another gleam of light shines forth under 
the topic “Seeking God’s Guidance.” The opportune dis- 
covery of a sacred rol] leads to (1) Searching the Scriptures. 
As a result the people are (2) Impressed by the Scriptures, 
and so, seeking further iight, they are (3) Taught of the Lord. 


New hopes for Judah are naturally awakened by such ex- 
periences, 
Lesson 12—But there was no stabilityin Judah. With 


_ | every change of ruler their devotion changed, till at last doom 


is upon. them, and they are seen “Reaping Sin’s Harvest.” 
A terrible fate is theirs, Powerful foes surround them. (1) 


and Desolation, follow in quick succession until Judah has 
gathered its own terrific harvest. Sinning has prevailed over 
serving. Iniquity has much more abounded. Godliness has 
been abandoned, and its profit is lost. 





REVIEW LESSON STORY. 
BY CUNNINGHAM GEIKIE, D.D., LL.D.. 


There is still a little band of lepers “ outside the gate” at 
Samaria; that is, outside the village, for there are no gates 
now, though the remains of at least one still show the bounds 
of the ancient city at that particular spot. The hill on which 
the old capital stood rises about four hundred feet above the 
undulating green plain, five or six miles across, in the middle 
of which it rises; but there is nothing left of its early splen- 
dor, though some relics of its greatness under Herod are still 
to be seen.. The population have so poor a reputation that 
my tent had to be protected by a watchman through the 
night, to guard it from thieves or robbers, AsAo the past, 
they know nothing; for I sat on the ground a long time, 
talking with a number of the chief men about the history of 
their town, and they listened with all the curiosity that groets 
a story never before heard. 

It has seen strange and terrible times. Shortly after its 
being built by Omri, it seems to have been besieged by Ben- 
hadad I., with the result of his securing a quarter in it for 
his people, settled there as traders. Under Ahab, Ben-hadad 
II. besieged it; and it was a third time besieged under Joram, 
by Ben-hadad IIL. the citizens holding out through the 
agonies of an awful famine, from which the retreat of the 
Syrians, panic-strack by imaginary dangers, delivered them, 
It is now 2,613 years since it was stormed by the Assyrians, 
under Sargon, after a three ygars’ investment, the northern 
kingdom ending with its fall. 

Beyond the good in his name, which means “Jehovah is, 
he,” I can see very littlein Jehu, His service to the national 
faith was, beyond question, due to his ambition as much as to 
his principles; and it was effected through treason, deceit, and 
the most heartless bloodthirstiness, If it were necessary to 
murder his king and Jezebel, what reason but the Eastern 
policy of exterminating all possible rivals could justify his 
massacre of Ahab’s family; while, as to his slaughter of the 
defenseless multitude of worshipers of Baal, whom his hypoc- 
risy tempted to their doom,—it was a very poor way to 
advance the interests of religion, The prophet Hosea, in- 
deed, nearly a century and a half later, shows how deep the 
horror at his cruelty had sunk into the national mind; for he 
introduces Jehovah as declaring that he “will avenge the 
blood of dJezreel upon the house of Jehu (Hos. 1 : 4). 

The people of Nineveh were no doubt familiar with “ holy 
men” very much like the Hebrew prophets, and thus would 
be open to impression from the sclemn words of Jonah, as he 
paced through their streets in the sheepskin cloak and the 
rude dress of his order. “The prophets” says Dr. Wolff, 
“were dervishes in dress, style, and actions, They strip and 
go naked, like Isaiah and Micah; they sit at the gate, are 
consulted by kings, wrap themselves in their mantles in deep 
contemplation, and, like E’ijah, will answer, ‘I am filled 
with zeal for God;’ or, ‘I think of the time when the Re- 
storer of all things will come, when the wolf and the lamb 
will lie down together.” It is thus easy to realize the effect 
of Jonah on a superstitious Oriental population. 

The mound left by the huge mass of the ancient walls of 
Nineveh runs in a rude parallelogram, or rather trapezoid, 
with its front touching the banks of the Tigris at the two 
ends, but it does not enclose a space “of three days’ journey” 
across, which must be intended by the words “ Jonah began 
to enter into the city a day’s journey.” Khorsabad to the 
north, and Nimroud, the ancient Calah, to the south, though 
associated with Nineveh, were not, so far as can be seen, 
joined to it by any fortifications; but the wide space between 
these points and behind Nineveh proper may have been 
covered with houses, built amidst gardens, fields, vineyards, 
and open spaces, giving ample breadth for the three days’ 
slow advance of the prophet. 

An eminent traveler who has lately returned from Asia 
informs me that the city of Teheran is no less than twenty- 
four miles across, and that Erzeroum is twenty-two miles in 
breadth ; vegetable gardens, open spaces for the camels lying 
down, and other intervals without houses, taking up quite a 
large share of these wide limits. It is thus easy to think how 
Nineveh could be three days’ journey across. 

The notice, by Amos, of the rains being withheld, is not 
unfrequently illustrated in Palestine. In 1888 the surface of 
the Lake ef Tiberias was five feet lower in April than it had 
been in February, from the failure of the “latter rains.” The 
Jordan, as it flows out of the lake, was only knee-deep, when 





in March there had been a depth of six.and a half feet. The 


Siege and Famine, (2) Assault and Captivity, (3) Destruction | w 


=> 


springs through Galilee, end especially in the dries of 
Tiberias, ran very low, many drying up altogether, so that 
the large town of Libieh and the town of Nimrin were: 
forced to get their water supply, from the previous September, 
at the powerful spring of Hattfn, four miles from the one, and 
two from the other. At Nazareth the want of drinking-water 


th ens. Foreigners who were not fortunate enough to 
have friends found nobody to water their animals even for 
money. This helps us to realize the terror of the prospect 
held out to the northern kingdom by the prophet. 

The general corruption of the richer class in Israel, de- 
nounced by the preachers of the day, of whom Hosea and 
Amos were only two out of we know not how great a number, 
was the inevitable result of the accumulation of wealth in # 
few hands, in a limited and poor territory ; but the shameless 
want of heart displayed could only have been possible in 
very disorganized community.. To make bread so dear that 
men sold themselves as slaves to get it, is a height of wicked- 
ness recorded against the moneyed class both of Israel and 
Judea; for, in the time of Nehemiah, the usurers of Jerusa- 
lem enslaved the humbler citizens by the same infamous sys- 
tem of extortion. 

Political instability was the tap-root of the mlehirients of 
the northern kingdom. Revolution followed revolution, each 
marked by social convulsions, each bringing forward new 
swarms of needy adventurers, under whom the land was, at 
last, utterly exhausted. Such a state of affairs would not, 
however, have been possible, had the population been less 
sunken than they were; and that they were so degraded as to 
go after Baal, and multiply altars, was assuredly, in great 
measure, the fault of priest and prophet, who should have 
tanght the masses higher ideals and more self-respect. | It 
is no wonder, therefore, that while the true pro#hets denounce 
the rich and the violent, they no less condemn the priest and 
the prophet, who had fallen from their high estate, as true 
and diligent ministers of righteousness and instructors of the 
nation. 

The captivity of the northern tribes knew no formal and 
corporate “ return,” like that of Judah from Babylon ; but it 
appears certain that the population of Galilee, which, in the 
strictest Jewish times, was recognized as of true Hebrew blood, 
must have consisted, originally, of members of the Ten Tribes, 
who made their way back to the green hills of Northern Pales- 
tine, perhaps after the downfall of N ineveh, about B. C. 609, 

The religious decay in Judah under the usurper Athaliah, 
must have been very grave to lead to such selfish inertness in 
restoring the temple buildings, when the young Joash and 
the high-priest Jehoiada entrusted its repair to the priests 
and Levites, The church was evidently as much tainted by 
the spirit of the age as the laity. It is striking, indeed, to 
notice how continually we find, in the history of the Jewish 
states of Judah and Israel, the need of some strong personality 
to rouse them from social, political, or religious degeneracy, 
Prophets, priests, and people seem alike to have been low in 
tone as a rule, with illustrious exceptions; for the faithful 
men whese testimony we still have are very pronounced in 
their denunciation of the bulk of all classes in their day. 


Talbothurst, Bournemouth, England. 





REVIEW LESSON THOUGHTS. 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 


The lessons of this quarter cover more than three hundred 
years. On the human side, they tell a tale of increasing 
departure from God, interrupted by transient attempts at 
reformation. On the Divine side, they disclose correspond- 
ingly increased urgency of remonstrance, marked by the new 
development of prophecy, and, when all had failed, the de- 
struction of the two kingdoms, yet with an interval between, 
if perchance the fall of the one might be the recovery of the 
other, The general theme of the whole, then, is the long 
contest between God’s forbearing pleadings and man’s obsti- 
nate sin. 

The first lesson shows us in the famine-stricken city, what 
men make by rebelling against God. A ring of fierce foes 
surrounds them, and they faint for hunger. It shows, too, 
how men misuse his judgments, The king is on the point of 
casting off all show of waiting on the Lord, and ready to kill 
the prophet, as if silencing thé messenger would annul the 
message. The sneering nobleman is driven to utter unbelief 
by his keen sense of present misery, as many a one since has 
been impelled to reject a gospel which seemed too good to be 
true. The lepers know that ‘they must die where they are, 
and are ready to risk dying inthe Syriancamp. Angry defi- 
ance, sarcastic disbelief, and hopeless recklessness, are goodly 
fruits of forsaking God. The deliverance, coming just at the 
nick of time, was won by no repentance or faith, but was sent 
to win to repentance and faith. God often answers unbelief 
in the same way as he always answers faith, by sending bless- 
ings which rebuke distrust and reveal his power to do appar- 
ently impossible things. The manner of the deliverance reads 
the lesson that our ignorance of how a promised blessing can 





be given is no reason for doubting that it will, and bide us 
hope in the impossible, if he has said it. There was.a much. 


erely felt, and not a drop was left for the irrigation of _ 
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simpler way of bringing plenty than “opening the windows 
of heaven.” The lepers’ impulse to tell the good news should 
be shared by those who have found and fed on the Bread of 
Life. Humble men with personal experience at their backs 
are strong witnesses. Participation in Christ makes the tongue 
of the dumb eloquent. Unbelief sees, but does not share in, 
the blessing. The hungry crowd ran over the gentleman 
whose’ sarcasms seemed so clever yesterday and so foolish 
to-day. 

The first abortive reformation is that of Jehu, in Lesson 2. 
It is a bad sign of the genuineness of enthusiasm when the 
man is conscious of it, and a still worse one when he invites 
éthers to observe it. “Come, and see my zeal for the Lord,” 
may not be the voice of insincerity; but neither does pure 
fervor, which is always self-oblivious and conscious of cold- 
ness, so speak. Jehu’s was a strong character, and had much 
that i8 admirable and to be imitated, in its intensity, fixed 
purpose, brave fronting of immense odds, swiftness, decision, 
concentration, and silence. He did obey, and his rooting out 
Baal worship was in accordance with God’s will. Therefore 
his house held the throne for four generations, But passion 
and personal ends mingled with his obedience, and the turbid 
mixture was not “zeal for the Lord” only, but for himself as 
well. Whoever mixes up self with service mars the service 
and hurts himself.. Ostentation is suspicious. It was Christ’s 
disciples who remembered, not he who reminded them that 
it was written, “The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.” 
Destructive work is congenial to many who have no depth of 
religion. It is mach easier.to gain reputation as a religious 
man by attacking abuses and corruptions than by personal 
surrender and lowly service. Loud-tongued and heavy-handed 
iconoclasts in the ‘church have often their private shrines; 
and their hatred of Baal must be largely impure if, all the 
while, they still bow to the calves of Dan and Beth-el. 

We have next a series of five lessons from the Prophets, 
which, together, bring before us the new development of 
prophecy in the decadent period of the kingdoms. The 
thicker the darkness, the brighter was the pillar of fire, and 
“where sin abounded, grace,” which warned and strove, “ did 
much more abound.” 

Jonah, with whom Lessons 3 and 4 are occupied, had a 
message for Israel, though his prophetic activity was directed 
to Nineveh. In the story of his reluctance, escape, punish- 
ment, and deliverance, Israel had a mirror held up in which 
it might see its own function, sin, and fate, if it did not arise 
to the height of its duty; for, little as the Jews realized the 
fact, they were chosen not to keep but to diffuse light, and the 
candlestick in the temple court flamed out into the night, as 
an emblem of their office in the world. No doubt, the ten- 
dency to despise other nations as forsaken by God, which 
grew to such force in after days, was stimulated at the time 
of Jonah’s mission by the rise of the threatening Assyrian 
power; for things feared are always hated. Therefore such 
an errand for the prophet brought a needed lesson of God’s 
care of heathens, and of his intention that they who knew his 
name should be eager to proclaim it. The prophet shrank 
back, not because he was a coward, or indolent, but apparently 
because he did not want Nineveh to have a message. So his 
nation were hugging themselves in privileges which they 
* would not communicate. These were precious in their eyes, 
not for their own sakes, but because other people did not pos- 
sess them. It is not the only instance of men valuing God’s 
gift mainly because others were without it. The Christian 
who is unwilling to impart the word of the Lord pairs off 
with Jonah, and may consider whether he admires his com- 
‘panion. Another of the great themes of the book is lightly 
touched on in this lesson ; namely, the efficacy of repentance. 
Jonah repentant is preserved. There would have been no 
fish at the ship’s side if he had been flung overboard im- 
penitent. 

The next lesson enlarges on that theme. Nineveh repents, 
and the threatenings are averted. It is not destroyed within 
forty days. That taught Israel, as it teaches us, that God 
threatens in order that he may not have to perform, and that 
whoever turns at the voice of his merciful threatening will 
find safety and shelter from the lightning beneath the shadow 
of his wing. There is repentance on earth, and that is never 
vain. There is repentance in heaven, and that is ever ready. 
When men repent of their sin, God repents of the evil 
which he said he would do unto them, and does it not. 

Next’we have two lessons from Amos, a shephera-prophet 
from Judah, whose ministry was mainly in Israel. The first 
of these (Lesson 5) has for its key-note that sad, rebuking 
refrain, “ Yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the Lord.” 
Five times it is repeated. Famine, drought, failure of crops, 
pestilence, earthquake, had failed to stop the headlong ob- 
stinacy of departing from God. No face had been turned 
round, nor any foot begun to retrace its steps. There is a 
strange doggedness in us, which keeps us from learning the 
meaning of sorrow. Like a runaway horse, we will clear any 
obstacles rather than be brought up by them and turned. 
The mystery of alienated wills and their power‘of resisting 
all that God can do is the true tragedy of this mysterious and 
tragic life. Those who are often smitten in vain are broken 
at last. The final blow is after the fashion of the preceding, but 





heavier: “Thus will I do unto thee.” The sorrows already 
experienced present analogy with the worse ones to come, 
which may well convince of their certain fall, and alarm into 
repentance, , The mighty name of the Lord, in all his creative 
omnipotence and providential government, is the pledge that 
he will punish, and should lead men to prepare to meet him, 
by repentance. 

When the harvest is ripe he putteth in the sickle. Men 
and nations come to a state of confirmed evil when there is 
nothing to be done but to smite. God knows when that stage 
is reached. Let us beware of approaching it. The sins that 
mark it are no hideous and exceptional ones, but those which 
tempt all commercia) communities, and are punished by no 
church censures,—greed, sharp practices in trade, heartless- 
ness. What would Amos say if he saw Manchester or New 
York? Persistence in sins which are almost condoned by 
public opinion may be the sign of ripeness for the sickle. 

Hosea’s prophecy in Lesson 7 reiterates four times the con- 
nection of sin and punishment. The sins were two. The 
calves were the sign of the one, the throne of Israel of the 
other. So the four periods of this prophecy each set forth 
the same double threatening,—the idols shall be destroyed, 
the kingdom overturned. The spirit of the whole fiery 
stream of threatenings may be said to be in that tenth verse: 
“When it is my desire, I will chastise them; ... when they 
are bound to their two transgressions.” The moment of pun- 
ishment is determined by God. Men are punished by being 
yoked to their sins, like oxen to their loads. The inevitable 
issues of sin fastened on its doer are his punishment, “Every 
man shall bear his own burden.” One gleam of light breaks 
through the reiterated roll of thunder, in the call to “sow in 
righteousness” and the promise of reaping “according to 
mercy.” It is always “time to seek the Lord,” and, sought, 
he will send down righteousness as his gift. 

The crash of the younger kingdom long threatened comes 
in the next lesson. But the bare fact is soon disposed of, and 
the writer passes quickly to sum up the sins which brought it 
about, Facts are of little value. The principles underlying 
them are what we need to know. The long indictment dis- 
tinguishes two stages of Israel’s sin,—that before and that 
after the prophets’ teaching. The same evils done after light 
are more criminal than before, and they will not be quite the 
same, but will have grown in actual number and darkneds. 
Twice the narrative says that the Lord was provoked to 
anger; but the issue of the first time was light chastisements 
and the prophets’ pleadings, while that of the second was the 
Assyrian, and their removal out of his sight. Crime, responsi- 
bility, and chastisement, all increase with increased light. 
When we do as Israel did, of how much sorer punishment 
shall we be thought worthy ? 

The reformation under Joash (Lesson 9) takes us back 
about a hundred and fifty years. The young king had been 
trained by the high-priest, and lived all his early days in the 
temple. Well for those who have like blessings in child- 
hood,—if they begin active life, like Joash, with earnest 
devotion to God’s cause! The story shows us the contrast 
between earnestness and indifference, in the contrast of Joash 
with the priests. Languid work comes to no good. Delibera- 
tion should be deliberate, but action should be swift. God’s 
work is rightly taken away from those who do it “negligently,” 
Offi@iais in the temple need to be stirred up by the zeal of 
“laymen.” Earnestness breeds earnestness. Contributions 
flowed slowly as long as the priests looked after them, but 
when Joash took the thing in hand, they came largely. Glad 
givers make large gifts. They are the only real givers. 
Others may contribute, but only they give whose hearts go 
with their gifts. Workers, too, must be cheerful, if their 
work is to prosper, and must be full of faith if they are to be 
“faithful.” God trusts us as Joash did his craftsmen. Let 
us see that we do not abuse his confidence, but toil with 
all our might, since there does come a day when he will 
“reckon with his servants.” 

Hezekiah’s reformation is the third of which we read in 
this quarter’s lessons. They were all transient. The curfent 
ran too strongly the other way for them to make any perma- 
nent amelioration. Nothing is sadder than these abortive 
attempts, breaking with brief gleamis the gloomy monotony 
of the story, and powerless to stay the judgment. Hezekiah’s 


father was Ahaz, and his son was Manasseh. What lessons, 


as to the possibilities of noble devotion growing in the most 
unfavorable soil, and of the most carefully trained youth end- 
ing in utter godlessness, lie in these facts! The young king 
set himself first to rectify the nation’s relation to God, before 
he attended to political difficulties. The first thing for us all 
to see to is how. we stand towards God. That relation being 
right, everything else will come right, by his blessing. 
Hezekiah taught us where to begin reformation when he 
bade the priests sanctify themselves before they cleansed the 
house. If would-be reformers had observed that order, their 
work would have been better. He was impelled to his 
reforms by profound sense of existing corruption; and we 
must seek to hold fellowship with Jesus, and havé our eyes 
purged thereby, to see clearly the extent of our own anf our 
brethren’s defection from the right way. Those who have 
beeri in the mount and seen the patterns of things there, are 


shocked with the music and dancing round the calf, which 
seem innocent and right to less enlightened eyes. The more 
we are familiar with Christ’s purpose for his church, the 
more keenly shall we feel our own and its failure. Hezekiah 
was sure that his people’s sin was the cause of their sorrow, 
and therefore he set himself with all his might to cure the 
sin. The lesson is not out of date to-day, when so many 
efforts to heal miseries and sweeten society are made which 
ignore the fountain of all the wo,—departure from God. 

Another century passed, and the last abortive reformation 
came about under Josiah. The point of interest in it is not 
so much his efforts as the discovery of the lost law. That 
word may be neglected, hidden away, and forgotten, but it 
comes “like a ghost from the tomb.” Generally it is found 
by seekers, and, even if outwardly it has not been lost, the 
new appreciation of new significance in it belongs to those - 
who are in earnest in repairing the fallen tabernacle of David, 
A rediscovered Bible underlies every real reformation of 
religion. The effect of the discovery is to set in clearer light 
the extent of our departure, and to supply the standard for 
directing efforts at reformation. The clearer knowledge of 
dereliction and opposition leads to langing for a further word 
from God than the commandment with its threatening, 
The answer of Huldah is the answer of the gospel, which, 
completes the law. It has a twofold message. Sin shall be 
punished, but penitence will be accepted. The city shall 
fall, but Josiah shall come to his grave in peace, because his 
heart was tender. The wages of sin is death; the gift of God 
is eternal life, through Jesus Christ. 

Then comes the end, the sad end, of the long duel between 
God’s forbearance and man’s sin. Famine and despair walk 
the streets where mercy and truth kissed each other. Women 
gather garbage from dunghills and devour their own chil- 
dren. Strife rends the miserable people. Dogged opposition 
to Gods messenger destroys the last hope of escape. The 
long agony is over. The Chaldeans are in the city, and its 
king is hurrying away in the dark to save his life. Rash 
self-confidence collapses into cowardice when the judgment 
comes. That fugitive unworthy king, captured and led in 
chains to the conqueror, then reduced to impotence by being 
blinded, and then thrust into a dungeon for life; those long 
strings of captives; that flaming city and temple; the dese- 
crated shrine and the departed God,—have one solemn lesson 
for all generations: Verily there is a God that judgeth. The 
day of the Lord will come, and all the wicked shall be as 
stubble. 


Manchester, England. 





REVIEW TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A. F. SCHAUFFLER, D.D. 


“ Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to 
any people.” This may well be the golden text for the 
review of this quarter’s lessons. Proverbs 14: 34 states this 
principle, and the lessons of the last quarter illustrate it, 
What a mighty contrast between the chosen people as they 
entered the land of promise, with Jordan dividing, Jericho 
falling, and Ai captured, and this same people leaving their 
land, bound in chains, and starting on their terrible journey 
of hundreds of miles to Assyria, miserable captives! And all 
this change wrought out by their own sins in forsaking the 
Lord God of their fathers! 

A similar change-may often be seen in the individual, who 
in the days of his young manhood joins the church, and gives 
promise of much usefulness, but who in the days of mature 
life staggers around the streets of his native city a besotted 
drunkard. Can this be the same man? Yes, the very same, 
but only reaping now the fruits of that which he has for 
years been sowing. It may be well for the teacher, before he 
takes up the review of the lesson facts, just to dwell on this 
contrast for a brief time, and impress the lesson that it teaches 
on his class, 

Now, in reviewing the lesson facts, we may well make them 
center around the individuals whose lives we have been 
studying, and make the review a sort of biographical study, 
First in order comes Elisha. Call for his chief miracles, 
Ask how he differed from his predecessor, Elijah. Show how 
he was sent to be a blessing to the northern kingdom. Re- 
call the fact that the king, at the time of the first lesson, had 
a plan whereby he meant to take the life of the best man 
living in his kingdom. In passing, call attention to the 
noble example of the four lepers at the gate and to the fulfil- 
ment of the prophecy of the prophet. Next in order comes 
a furious driver, whose very name has been synonymous with 
fast driving to this day. 

2. Jehu. Let the class tell of the state of the kingdom 
at the time of his accession. What measure did he take 
for the suppression of hideous idolatry? In what respects 
was he a good man, and in what did he deserve censure? 
On the whole, was his reign beneficent or maleficent ? 
Why was his zeal called “false zeal”? The next two lessons 
deal with a far different man, and take us to foreign lands. 

3. Jonah. Let the scholars tell about his call, and his 
effort in evading the daty that God laid upon him. Ask 





if any of the class have ever been like this prophet in 
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running from what they knew was their duty. Why 
should they then condemn him and at the same time ex- 
cuse themselves? Call attention to the fact that, as soon as 
the call came the second time, he obeyed without any further 
- parleying. This is more than a great many so-called Christians 
in these days do, and in this respect, at least, Jonah comes 
out ahead of them. Go down to Nineveh with the class. 
Let them tell of the preaching of Jonah and of the practicing 
of the Ninevites, In passing, ask if the preaching of the 
Word of God has been as much blessed to this school as that 
of Jonah was to the Ninevites, If the Lord himself were to 
come to your school, and were to preach, would all the 
scholars at once give their hearts to him? If not, why not? 
Now go on to the two lessons from Amos. 

4, Amos, Who was he, and from where did he come? 
What did he come for? Call attention to the fact that those 
to whom he spoke could perfectly understand what he was 
talking about, so that they were without excuse. What were 
the sins of Israel against which he thundered so tremendously? 
Are there any such sins among usin thesedays? How dothey 
manifest themselves? Call attention to the fact that, in spite 
of his truth-telling, yes, pecause of his truth-telling, he was 
driven out of the land. Strange! If any one were to tell 
you the truth about yourself, how would you feel? Would 
you thank him, or would you get mad, and tell him to keep 
_ still? If the latter, then in what respect are you better than 

these Israelites? 

| 5. Hosea. He was the backsliders’ prophet. His preaching 

was calculated to lead them to such repentance as would deliver 
them from the coming captivity. Yet, like Amos, he preached 
to deaf ears, This brings us to the eighth lesson, regarding 
King Hoshea. Now we see strange faces and fierce warriors. 
We see a besieged city, and at last falling walls, and death and 
destruction on every side. Coming forth from that fated city 
we see a long procession of chained people, and they start sadly 
on their long march. Who are they? The very ones who 
‘vent Amos home, and who refused to listen to Hosea. This 
is the end of their idolatry, even as God had said it was to be, 
How it illustrates the golden text at the head of this review! 

Now go south, and enter the kingdom of Judah. Here we 
pee on the throne (6) Joash. What a relief! Good, active, 
intense, he was a blessing to his people, Temple repaired, 
reforms instituted, beneficent rule,—all this, if it had only 
continued, would have been a perpetual blessing to Judah. 

Then comes (7) good Hezekiah. What a revival under his 
reign! How the hearts of those who loved the Lord must 
have rejoiced to see such a man on the throne! Call for the 
deeds of this king, and try to make the class see how he was 
a blessed contrast to a sovereign like Ahab. 

8. Josiah. This lesson is very picturesque. Let the class 
tell of the repairs of the temple and the finding and reading of 
the Word of God. Ask for the result of this careful reading 
of the Bible, and show that always the same result will follow 
a careful study of tlie Word of God. Lost Bibles abound in 
these days. Will not.some of this class try and see if in 
reality their Bibles have not been “lost”? But at last 
comes the end of Judah. Not all her kings were Hezekiahs, 
Joashes, or Josiahs. Had they been, the end would have 
been very different from what it was. The preponderance of 
evil was great, so they came to the same sad end as did their 
northern sister. So again we have our golden text practically 
illustrated. And shall it be once more illustrated in our 
nation, or in our own personal history? “That depends on 
how we receive the Word of God. 

New York City. 





REVIEW HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY 
TEACHER. 


BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Children in primary classes cannot attempt a thorough 
review of two centuries, nor a connected idea of the history 
of two kingdoms. Only a general outline of some of the lead- 

ing characters and events may be called for, and a few prac- 
tical lessons taught. The golden texts may be recited, though 
they are not very closely related to the lessons nor suggestive 
of the history for which they were sélected. 

For classes which have been taught by reference to the 
map many scenes can be so recalled; the names of places, 
kings, and prophets, as mentioned, can be written on the 
blackboard in Lsts; also, if desired, thoge who did well and 

. those who did evil. After having the history with and from 
the children, more practical questions can be asked by refer- 
ence to the blackboard lists. 

Samaria.—W hat was the distress within the city while an 
army camped and waited outside the walls? Who was the 
prophet who said there would be plenty of food the next day ? 
Did they all believe Elisha’s word? Who doubted? Who 
found the tents deserted and food in abundance in the enemies’ 
camp? Who told the glad news? What became of the 
unbelieving lord? What king in Sawiaria gathered all the 
people in the temple of Baal? For whom did he say he 
would show his zeal? What did he do when the temple was 
crowded with robed worshipers for Baal? In which list 

would you put the name of “Jehu,”—with those who did 


well, or with those who did evil? The Lord said that the 
house of wickéd Ahab should be destroyed, and Jehu did it. 
For that the Lord said to Jehu, “Because thou hast done 
well, and hast done unto the house of Ahab all that was in 
mine heart.” It seems, then, as if we might write him as 
one who did well. But we read on, that Jehu “ took no heed 
to walk in the law of the Lord with all his heart.” Did he 
do evil? Who knows the heart, and always judges rightly ? 

What prophet was a shepherd and a vinedresser, one who 
did not speak his own words, but in a few chapters wrote 
forty times “Thus saith the Lord”? His words were not 
all for Samaria, but for all the people of Israel. Of what 
did Amos remind the people? How had God often punished 
the people of Israel? What were some of their sins? For 
what did Amos tell them they must prepare? Is that warn- 
ing for the people of Israel only? What picture did the 
Lord show to Amos that he bade him use to teach the people? 

What other prophet called Istael “an empty vine”? What 
did that mean? For what did Hosea say the people of Sama- 
ria should mourn? When he said in sorrow, “O Israel, thou 
hast sinned,” and again that “ the king of Samaria should be 
cut off,” did he speak any word of hope or mercy? What 
was the cause of so much sorrow? Did the prophet Isaiah 
tell how sin had kept them away from God? What did he 
say about iniquities? Does sin always keep the heart away 
from God? What had‘the children of Israel set up in every 
high hill and under every green tree? What had they 
served? How were they punished at last when the king of 
Assyria took Samaria? Why did God seem to forsake them? 

Nineveh.—Who was bidden to go to that great city? For 
what? Did Jonah go at once? Did he succeed in going 
“from the presence of the Lord”? Is that possible? What 
happened to Jonah? Did he obey the second time? What 
did he preach in Nineveh? Did the people listen? What did 
the king of Nineveh do? Did God hear the cry and forgive 
and save? What did Jesus say to those who heard his 
preaching, about those who repented at the preaching of 
Jonah? Had the people of Nineveh the story of Jesus’ life 
and his death for sinners as we have now ? 

Jerusalem.— Who was the boy in Jerusalem who was made 
king when he was seven years old? How was Joash’s life 
saved when he was only a baby in the nurse’s arms? When 
he was a young man, what building did he repair? Who 
had “ broken up the house of God”? What did the priest 
make at the king’s commandment? Where did they set the 
money-chest? In many ways Joash tried to help his people 
to serve the Lord. Joash’s name belongs in the list of those 
who did well. What is there in his example for children 
to follow now ? 

Who was called the good king who ruled in Jerusalem? 
Of Hezekiah it is written, “He did that which was right 
in the sight of the Lord.” When Joash repaired the tem- 
ple, it had been built a hundred and fifty years. It was 
more than a hundred years after Joash died that Hezekiah 
again opened the doors of the temple and repaired them. 
Hezekiah’s wicked father, Ahaz, had set up idols for worship, 
had taken the gold and silver vessels of the temple worship 
and sent them to his enemies to pay taxes, and had closed 
the temple doors and left the unused altars to go to rnin. 
Hezekiah called all the people to return to the worship of 
God. He made with them a covenant or promise that they 
should serve God, and invited them all to keep a passover, as 
God commanded in the days of Moses, Do you remember 
anything of Hezekiah’s praying in times of great danger? 
When? Did God hear and help when he prayed? Who 
was his great-grandson, the boy-king? 

How old was Josiah when he began to reign? What was 
found when the priests were cleaning out the temple? How 
did Josiah strive to have his people know and do all that was 
written in the law? Did they all obey? Did Josiah see the 
punishment which came upon the nation? God will always 
show his love to a tender, huntble heart. Who was the last 
king of Jerusalem? What great king came with his host 
against Jerusalem? Where was Zedekiah first taken? What 
was the last sight he eversaw? What then? Where was 
he carried captive? What did he do in Babylon? What 
was done to the king’s honse and all the homes and the tem- 
ple in Jerusalem? Why was the nation destroyed? 

There is a call for every sinner in the last golden text of 
the quarter. What is the call? 

From this review, difficult as some of the lessons have 
been, can be clearly taught, as each teacher may know how 
to apply, lessons of repentance, warning against sin, the value 
of prayer, benevolence, and love for Bible truth. 


Louisville, Ky. 





REVIEW ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 


BY H. B. TRISTRAM, D.D., LL.D., F.R.S., 
Canon OF DURHAM. 


Frese Licur rrom Anctrent Moncuments—We have 
traced, during the lessons of this quarter, the vicissitudes of 
the fortunes of the kingdoms of Israel and of Judah during 
what may be looked on as the second epoch of the divided 
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house to the capture of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar cover- 
ing the space of exactly three hundred years, Now, it is just 
at the commencement of this second half of the history of the 
Hebrew kingdoms that both of them began to have political 
relations with Assyria and Babylon, as they had had for ages 
with their puissant neighbor on the other side, Egypt. And 
it is within the present generation that the earth has cracked 
and yielded up from the sand-mounds of Chaldea the inscribed 
story of the old Oriental empires, with all their vicissitudes, 
from a period far anterior to the call of Abraham. “ I remem- 
ber one of our greatest Oriental scholars once remarking to 
me: “ Forty years ago, had the books of Kings and Chroni- 
cles been lost, there was nothing known to fill the historical 
gap, save one or two disputed Egyptian inscriptions, If those 
books were lost to-day, I could almost rewrite them, from the 
cylinders and slabs of Nineveh, Persepolis, and Babylon.” 
From the reign of Jehu downwards there is no single instance, 
however apparently trifling, in which the inspired narrative 
impinges on the history of the great neighboring empires, 
where it is not confirmed, explained, or illustrated from the 
buried monuments of the Nile, the Tigris, or the Euphrates. 
In the celebrated Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser, we find the 
names both of Jehu, king of Israel (though he is ealled Jehu 
the son of Omri), and of Hazad, king of Syria, his contem- 
porary. Pul is not named in the Assyrian annals, and we 
find from other authorities that he was a Chaldean who for 
a time obtained the dominion of Western Mesopotamia. 
Tiglath-Pileser describes his campaigns against Azariah, king 
of Judah, the submission of Pekah, many ef whose people he 
carried into captivity, and that he besi¢ged Damascus for two 
years, and took and slew Rezin. He also tells he received 
tribute from Ahaz, king of Judah, while 2 Kings records how 
Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-Pileser. Most 
striking of all, until the Assyrian explorations, all. we knew 
of Sargon was a single incidental mention in Isaiah. Much 
ingenuity has been wasted over Isaiah’s imagined mistake; 
for nowhere in profane history could he be found. Now we 
possess his own annals, recorded by himself. Shalmaneser 
began the siege of Samaria, Sargon captured it, as we have 
seen in Lesson 8. He took 27,280 captives away from Sama- 
ria, as he tells us, and transported prisoners from Babylonia 
to a place in the land of the Hittites, Isaiah mentions his 
capture of Ashdod, and his war with the Ethiopians, and his 
placing his captives in the cities of the Medes. Sargon tells 
us himself of all this, and also of his annexing a large part 
of Media to Assyria. Yet for twenty-five hundred years that 
passage in Isaiah stood the sole evidence that there ever was 
an Assyrian king of the name. Sennacherib has told us at 
length, both by inscriptions and sculpture, of his first cam- 
paign against Hezekiah ; but he is silent on the events of his 
second campaign. This was to be expected, for the Assyrian 
annals never acknowledge a defeat. But here the Egyptian 
records come in, and tell how, in the night, when Sennacherib 
was marching to invade Egypt, multitudes of field mice on a 
sudden gnawed ali the bowstrings of the soldiers, who fled 
helpless in the morning. One more incident out of very many 
coincidences may be mentioned. The Bible tells us Manasseh 
was carried captive to Babylon. But Nineveh, not Babylon, 
was the Assyrian capital. The Assyrian records mention 
Manasseh among the tributaries of Esar-haddon ; and they 
also tell us that Esar-haddon built himself a palace at Babylon, 
and took, like his grandfather Sargon, the title of king of 
Babylon. Whoever wrote the books of Kings and Chronicles 
show by their minute accuracy, and by their close agreement 
with contemporary records, that they must have been con- 
temporaries, and most probably eye-witnesses, of the events - 
they record. 
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REVIEW QUESTION HINTS. 
BY PROFESSOR AMOS R. WELLS. 
FOR THE TEACHER. 


Tue Story.—1l. How many years do our quarter’s lessons 
cover? When did Israel fall? When Judah? How many 
centuries was this after the division of the kingdoms? 2 In 
this quarter’s lessons, who are the four most prominent kings 
of Isruel? Of Judah? What is the chief event in the 
reign of each? 3. What two lessons have had to do with 
Nineveh? What three with Samaria? What four with 
Jerusalem? 4. Which of the twelve minor prophets have 
we studied? Where did they preach? During these two 
centuries, who were the prophets in Judah? 5, Our les 
sons have shown us what tendencies striving to destroy these 
kingdoms? And what trying to save them? With what 
immediate result? What was the cause of the final failure? 
6. How did Jehu help the Lord’s cause? How did Joash ? 
Hezekiah? Josiah? Zedekiah? Jonah? Amos? Hosea? 
Ezekiel? Jeremiah? Who were those who hindered ? 
7. How can you show that the captivity was not due to the 
physical weakness of the Jews? How can you show that 
their spiritual weakness was without excuse? In what sins 
did their spiritual weakness show itself? What books give 
us the most vivid picture of the condition of the people? 





nation of God’s people; the period from the fall of Abab’s 


8. What great reformations of this time should have led the 




















































































































Jews to reform? What great escapes? What warnings 
from their prophets? What warnings from their misfor- 
tunes? What promises, if they would return to the Lord? 
9. What lessons for nations has this history, as to the true 
source of power? As to the effect of national sins? As to 
the influence and responsibility of rulers? As to the obedi- 
ence due spiritual leaders? As to proper methods of reform? 
10. What teachings and examples for individual lives do this 
quarter’s lessons contain, as to the power of one with God? 
As to trust that the Lord will provide? As to the value of 
impetuosity ? As to the possibility of fleeing from God’s 
presence? As to effective modes of preaching? As to God’s 
use of sick people? As to the purpose of misforttme? As 
to the danger of unbelief ? 


‘Tests or THorovcHNess.—1, With what events of the |. 


quarter were these persons connected: Benhadad? Jehona- 
dub ? Amaziah? Jehoram? Shalmaneser? Jehoiada? Eli- 
sha? Sargon? Athaliah? the Medes? the Hittites? the 
Chaldeans? Rechab? Hilkiah ? Zechariah? Shaphan ? 
Abijah? Huldah? Ezekiel? Daniel? Jeremiah? Nebu- 
chadnezzar? Nebuzaradan? 2. What are the following, 
and where have they been mentioned: shekel? vestry? 
sackcloth ? palmerworm? kab? porter? obelisks? the latter 
rain? seers? Molech? ephah? “forts”? “vessels to minis- 
ter”? keepersof the wardrobe? 3, What is the significance 
of these expressions, and in what connection have we met 
them: “fall unto”? “cleanness of teeth”? “when will the 
hew moon be gone”? “swallow up the needy” ? “judgment 
sp:ingeth up as hemlock”? “buy the needy for a pair of 
shoes”? “a brand from the burning”? “the way of Beer- 
sheba”? “the statutes of the heathen”? “hardened their 
neck”? 4. What Jewish customs have we learned connected 
with the city gates? lot-casting? ashes? fasting? tithes? 
shaving the head? 5. What example have we studied of 
duing evil that good may come? of sudden conversion? of 
good men sprung from evil surroundings? of confident hope 
in the midst of disaster ? What teaching have we had regard- 
ing Sabbath observance? the importance to religion of build- 
ings? of books? of the contribution-box? of an organized 
ministry? 6. How.does Jehu serve as both a warning and 
anexample? How does Jonah? 7. What have we learned 
about these places: Gath-hepher? Nineveh? Tarshish? 
Joppa? Tekoa? Beth-el? Gilgal? the River of Egypt? the 
Habor? Beth-aven ? Gibeah? the King’s Garden? the Ara- 
bah? Riblah? 8. What is the significance of the name 
Jonah? Hosea? Amos? How do the styles of these three 
writers differ? What phrases are found often in all? What 
contrasts between their personal characters? What resem- 
blancés in their messages? Who makes most use of parable? 
of narrative? of exhortation? 9. What events of this series 
of lessons have been miraculous? What was the reason for 
each miracle? What was the effect of each? 10. To what 
point ef the quarter’s history does Christ bear witness? Who 
was the prophet to the Gentiles? 


FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT. 


1. What are the sad things that have befallen God’s people 
during this quarter’s lessons? 2. What brought all these 
evils upon them? (golden text for Lesson7.) 3. What should 
have led them to repent? (golden text for Lesson 1.) 4. Why 
did not their riches save them? (golden text for Lesson 2.) 
5. And since God’s blessings did not lead them to God, 
what became of their wealth? (golden text for Lesson 6.) 
6. What else should have led them to repent? (golden text 
for Lesson 4) 7. And what was their punishment for-refus- 

- ing to hear God’s teachers? (golden text for Lesson 5.) 
8. They were afterwards restored to God’s favor: how did 
that happen? (golden text for Lesson 12.) 
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REVIEW AND NEW-VIEW. 


Looking back over these twelve lessons, we see that they 
are from five books of the Bible,—two historical and three 
prophetic. They have to do chiefly with five kingdoms,— 
two of the Israelites and three of the outside nations, Four 
prophets are brought into prominence. Three zealous kings 
are named,—one of Israel and two of Judah. Four capital 
cities are spoken of. Two houses of worship come into notice, 
—one of true worship and one of false. Incidents are noted 
of hungry lepers, of troubled sailors, of penitent heathen, of 
willing givers, of interested readers, of a blind king. Con- 
trasts may be noted between two kinds of famine; between men 
who repent and men who persist in evil ; between men who wor- 
ship in a right way, and, men who worship in a wrong way. 

Seeing these lessons in perspective, we find that they show 
God’s ways of goodness and men’s wags of evil ; God’s loving 
purposes in behalf of men,’and men’s sin and folly i in refusing 
to serve and trust God; God’s forete|lings, men’s ‘opportuni- 
ties, and the consequences of men’s choosing. In looking at 
the twelve lessons as one, we can view them as they have been 
studied under the general head of 


SINNING AND SERVING. 
The Gain of Serving, Lessons 1, 4, 9, 10, 11. 
The Peril of Sinning, Lessons 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12. 


Or, for another outline : 


Love God’s, Work, Lesso: 


OPPORTUNITIES USED OR MISUSED. 
A Wise Choice, Lessons 1, 4, 9, 10, 11. 
Choosing Evil, Lessons 2, 
Refusing Good, Lesson 3. 
Disregarding Warnings, Lesson 5. 
Reaping Sin’s Harvest, Lessons 8, 12. 
The practical teachings of these lessons thus viewed, are: 


HEED AND OBEY GOD. 


Believe God’s Promises, Lesson 1. , 
Avoid Evil Doers, Lesson 2. 

Do as God Bids, Lesson 3. 

Fear Sin’s Consequences, Lessons 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12. 


Love God’s Word, Lesson 11. 


7. 


ns 9, 10. 








LESSON TI 
(Isa. 28 
- COMMON VERSION. 

1 Woe to the crown of pride, to 
the drunkards of F&phra-im, 
whose glorious beauty is a fading 
flower, which are on the head of 
the fat valleys of them that are 
overcome with wine! 

2 Behold, the Lord hath a 
mighty and strong one, which as 
a tempest of hail and a destroying 
storm, asa flood of mighty waters 
overflowing, shall cast down to 
the earth with the hand. 

8 The crown of pride,the drunk- 
ards of E’phra-im, shall be trod- 
derf under feet: 

4And the glorious beauty, 
which és on the head of the fat 
valley, shall be a fading flower, 
and as the hasty fruit before the 
summer; which when he that 
looketh upon it seeth, while it is 
yet in his hand he eateth it up. 

5 { In that day shall the Lorp 
of hosts be for a crown of glory, 
and for a diadem of beauty, unto 
the residue of his people, 

6 And for a spirit of judgment 
to him that sitteth in judgment, 
and for strength to them that turn 
the battle to the gate. 

77 But they also have erred 
through wine, and through strong 
drink are out of the way; the 
priest and the prophet have erred 
through strong drink, they are 
swallowed up of wine, they are 
out of the way through strong 
drink; they err in vision, they 
stumble én judgment. 

8 For all tables are full of vomit 
and filthiness, so that there is no 
place clean. 

9 4 Whom shall he teach know!l- 
edge? and whom shall he make 
to understand doctrine? them that 
are weaned from the milk, and 
drawn from the breasts. 

10 For precept must be upon pre- 
cept, precept upon precept; line 
upon line, line upon line; here a 
little, and there a little: 

11 For with stammering lips 
and another tongue will he speak 
to this people. 

12 To whom he said, This is the 
rest wherewith ye may cause the 
weary to rest; and this % the re- 
freshing: yet they would not hear. , 

13 But the word of the LorD was 
unto them precept upon precept, 
precept upon precept; line upon 
line, line upon line; here a little, 
and there a little; that they might 
go, and fall backward, and be 
broken, and snared, and taken. 

14 ¢ Wherefore hear the word 
of the Logan, ye scornful men, that 
rule this people which is in Je-ru’- 
sa-lém. 

15 Because ye have said, We 
have made a covenant with death, 
and with hell are we at agree- 
ment; when the overflowing 
scourge shall pass through, it 
shall not come unto us: for we 
have made lies our refuge, and 
under falsehood have we hid our- 
selves : 

16 | Therefore thus saith the 
Lord Gop, Behold, I lay in Zi’on 
for a foundation a stone, a tried 
stone, a precious corner stone, a 
sure foundation: he that believeth 
shall not make haste. 


TEMPERANCE © LESSON. 


TEXT. 
: 1-18.) 
REVISED VERSION. 


1 Woe to the crown of pride of 
the drunkards of Ephraim, and 
to the fading flower of his 
glorious beauty, which ison the 
head of the fat valley of them 
that are } overcome with wine! 

2 Behold, the Lord hath a mighty 
and strong one; as a tempest 
of hail, a destroying storm, as 
a tempest of mighty waters 
overflowing, shall he cast down 
to the earth *with the hand. 

3 The crown of pride of the 
drunkards of Ephraim shall be 

4 trodden under foot: and the 
fading flower of his glorious 
beauty, which is on the head 
of the fat valley, shall be as 
the firstripe fig before the sum- 
mer; which when he that look- 
eth upon it seeth, while it is 
yet in his hand he eateth it up. 

5 In that day shall the Lorp of 

hosts be for a-crown of glory, 
and for a diadem of beauty, 
unto the residue of his people: 

6 and for a spirit of Judgement 
to him that sitteth in judge- 
ment, and for strength to them 

that turn back the battle *at 

7 the gate. But these also have 
erred through wine, and 
through strong drink ‘are gone 

astray; the priest and the 
prophet *have erred through 
strong drink, they are swal- 
lowed up of wine, they are gone 
astray through strong drink; 
they ‘err in vision, they stum- 
8 blein judgement. For all tables 
are full of vomit and filthiness, 
80 that there ia no place clean. 
9 *Whom will he teach knowl- 
edge? and whom will he make 
to understand the ’ message? 
them that are weaned from the 
milk, and drawn from the 


precept, precept upon precept; 
* line upon line, line upon line; 
11 here alittle,therea little. *Nay, 
but by men of strange lips and 
with another tongue will he 
12 speak to this people: to whom 
he said, This is the rest, give 
ye rest to him that is weary; 
¢ and this is the refreshing : yet 
~13 they would not hear. There- 
fore shall the word of the Lorp 
be unto them precept upon 
precept, precept upon precept; 
line upon line, line upon line; 
here a little, there alittle; that 
they may go, and fall back. 
ward, and be broken, and 
snared, and taken. 
14 Wherefore hear the word of 
the Lorp, yescornful men, that 
rule this people which is in 
15 Jerusalem: Because ye have 
said, We have madea covenant 
with death, and with ” hell are 
we at agreement; when the 
overflowing scourge shall pass 
through, it shall not come unto 
us; for we have made lies our 
refuge, and under falsehood 
16 have we hid ourselves: there- 
fore thus saith the Lord Gop, 
Behold, I “lay in Zion for a 
foundation a stone, a tried 
stone, & precious corner stone 
of sure foundation: he that be- 
lieveth shall not make haste. 





17 Judgment also will I lay to 


Or, Whom shal he teach . 





TOr, > thd Or, rule 9 Or, For with 
have laid 


Mist, snttion Geen. 20r, with violence *Or,to Or, reel %Or, stagger 
. and whom shall he mike . 


17 And I will make Judgement the 


the line, and righteousness to the | . 


19 breasts? For it is precept upon” 


line, and righteousness the 
plummet: and the hail shall 
sweep away the refuge of lies, 
and the waters shall overfiow 
18 the biding place. And yOur 
covenant with death shall be 
disannulled, and your agree- 
ment with ! hell shall not 
stand; when the overflowing 


plummet: and the hail shal) 
sweep away the refuge of lies, 
and the waters sha]! overflow the 
hiding place, 

18 § And your covenant with 
death shall be disannulled, and 
your agreement with hell shall 
not stand ; when the overflowing 





scourge shall pass through, then scourge shall pass through, 
ye shall be trodden down by it. then ye shall be trodden down 
anita by it. 

1 Heb. Sheol. 


The American the lling “judgment” for “ 
ment"t in vere Gand? and the followin ender ty bap lf inde, 
even these reel Y= wine and stagger wit the and 
od prophet reel with... they 6 r with te ae drink: sw a ak | 
*and 5; and would substitute “Sheol” for “ hell” in 
justice’ for “judgement” in verse 17,“ annulled ” for “ disan- 
n'verse 18, “the Lord Jehovah” for “ the Lord Gop” in verse 16, 
ebovan™ for “the Lonp” in verses 5, 13, and 14, 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D, 


This prophecy, as appears from its opening verses, belongs 
to the earlier years of the reign of Hezekiah. The final siege 
of Samaria, ending in the destruction of the city, which is 
here represented as imminent, lasted from the fourth to the 
sixth year of Hezekiah (2 Kings 18 : 9, 10). 
that siege began the prophet depicts the judgment that shall 
overwhelm the northern kingdom in their drunken revelry 
and carnal security (vs. 1-6). He then turns to Judah, who 
are given up to the same sins (vs. 7, 8), and who scoffingly 
repel the admonitions and warnings of the prophet (vs, 9, 10), 
and tells them that, since they refuse to hear God’s message 
of peace and safety he would speak to them by foreign invaders, 
to their fall and ruin (vs. 11-13), Refusing the sure ground 
of dependence which God had established in Zion, their trust 
was in a refuge of lies, which would fail them in their ex- 
tremity (vs. 14-18). 

Verse 1.—Woe to the crown of pride of the drunkards of 
Ephraim: “ Woe” is an exclamation of denunciation and of 
lamentation, suggestive of the deserved calamities which in 
the righteous judgment of God shall befall Samaria, the capi- 
tal of the northern kingdom, or of Ephraim, as it is here and 
often elsewhere denominated from this most powerful and 
influential tribe. Samaria is called their “crown of pride,” 
as the beautiful and regal city which was their boast and 
admiration. “The drunkards of Ephraim” is the language 
of indignant rebuke. The luxurious self-indulgence ‘of the 
inhabitants of Samaria and their drinking to intoxication, @ 
vice that infected even the women (Amos 4: 1), are severely 
reproved by both Hosea (Hos. 4: 11; 7 : 5) and Amos (Amos 
6: 4-6), That which awakens the displeasure of God and 
stirs the indignation of the prophet is both the criminality 
of these excesses in themselves and the moral insensibility 
which accompanied them and resulted from them.—And to 
the fading flower of his glorious beauty: By another figure 
Samaria is here called the flower of Ephraim and a flower of 
glorious beauty, but a flower which is already fading, and 
shall soon fade entirely away. The elegant city, which was 
such an ornament to the kingdom, would soon be shorn of 
all ite attractiveness and become a heap of ruins. This figure 
may, perhaps, be combined with the preceding by supposing 
the “crown” to be a garland of flowers, such as was some- 
times worn at enterteinments by those who were merry over 
their cups.— Which is on the head of the fat valley: Samaria 
crowned the summit of a hill ovetlooking a rich and fertile 
valley. Its site has been the admiration of travelera—Of 
them that are overcome (literally, as in the margin, “ smitten 
down”) with wine: Their strength is prosirated, their facul- 
ties benumbed, as though struck down by the hand of violence. 

Verse 2—Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong one: 
The reference is to the Assyrian Empire, which the Lord 
would use as his instrument for the overthrow of Samaria 
(Isa. 10: 5-7), whose ravages are compared to a desolating 
hail-storm, a tornado leveling everything within its range, 
and a frightful inundation sweeping away all before it.— 
Shall he cast down to the earth with the hand: He shall take 
hold of the great city and fling it to the ground with perfect 
ease, as one tears down what he can grasp with his hand. 
The subject may be “thestrongone;” that is, the Assyrians, 
or, more probably, the Lord himself, who is the really effeo 
tive though invisible agent. 

Verse 3.—Resuming the figures of verse 1, it is declared 
that Samaria shall be trodden under foot; that is, trampled 
down and completely subdued, treated with contempt and 
outrage. 

Verse 4—The eager greediness and voracity with which 
the foreign invader should seize upon the beautiful capital 
and make an end of it are set forth by a most expressive 
figure. That Samaria was able to hold out for three years 
against its besiegers (2 Kings 17 : 5) does not diminish the 
pertinence of the figure, which is designed to represent, not 
the ease of its capture, but the greed and final success of its 
captors. ; 

Versé 5.—This work of judgment, while it accomplished 
the destruction of the capital of the nation, had nevertheless 
a graciousend. Earthly jewels were removed, but a heavenly 
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but a remnant would be spared. And this remnant should 
possess in Jehovah himself, the Lord of the hosts of heaven, 
a crown and a beauty more resplendent than that which the 
AsSyrians had wrested from them (comp. Isa. 4 : 2). 

Verse 6.—To the splendor and the dignity conferred upon 
them by the presence of the Lord among them is here added 
first the moral transformation that should take place. This 
is illustrated by a single feature adduced as representative of 
the new state of things,—the spirit of justice that should be 
infused into their tribunals, the flagrant abuses of which were 
among the crying evils of the times (Amos,5: 7,12). And, 
secondly, their triumph over all foes and oppressors. The 
Lord would be “ for strength to them that turn back the battle 
at [or, marg., ‘to’]thegate.” He would impart his heavenly 
succor by giving them valor and strength to resist all invaders 
and drive back those who were assaulting the gate of the city 
of God’s people, or pursue them in their headlong flight to 
the gate.of their own strongholds (1 Sam, 17 : 52). In these 
figurative terms are set forth the blessings which God has in 
store for his people, when he has by his judgments purged 
away their sins. 

Verse 7.—Here begins the warning to Judah, who are 
admonished by the fate awaiting Ephraim.—But these also: 
The countrymen of the prophet and those whom he was im- 
mediately addressing.— Have erred (or, as in the margin and 
the American Appendix, “reel”) through wine, and through 
strong drink are gone astray (margin and Appendix, “ stagger”): 
This same vice was prevalent in Jerusalem, and with the same 
baleful effect. The uncertain gait of drunken men represents 
but too well theiz deviations from the straightforward course 
of.rightandduty. All classes were infected. Even the sacred 
orders of priest and prophet sin in this matter with the rest. 
— They are swallowed up of wine: The wine which they have 
swallowed masters and destroys them.— They err in vision, they 
stumble in judgment: Their sacred offices are prostituted and 
desecrated. The prophets, in their intoxication, utter false- 
hoods in the name of God. The priests, who were associated 
with the judges in the administration of justice (Deut, 17 : 
8-12; 19: 17), were too much under the influence of strong 
drink to decide correctly. . 

Verse 9.—The misguided people and their leaders resent 
the interference of the prophet. Who, they say, is he pro- 
posing to teach? Is he undertaking to instruct us grown-up 
men, who were weaned long years ago, as if we were children? 
Or the meaning may be as it is rendered in the margin: 
Who would be fit subjects for such instructions as he is giving ? 
Let him go and teach children that have just been weaned. 

Verse 10.—The language of impatience with the reproofs 
of the prophet here continues. He is incessantly laying his 
commands upon us in every petty thing, they say, until we 
are tired of hearing them. The full force of the Hebrew 
cannot be rendered into English. The whole verse is made 
up of monosyllables, meant to represent the talk of children. 
He was treating them like children, and they mock him by 
giving back to him the prattle of children. 

Verse 11.—The prophet retorts that if they wish incoherent 
speech, they shall have it. God will speak to them through 
the lips of foreign foes, whose unintelligible words will sound 
like stammering children not yet able to talk. 

Verse 12.—God had pointed out to them the course of duty, 
which would bring true rest and refreshment, and ease the 
burdens of the weary; but they refused to hear. The people 
had suffered enough, and’ more than enough, already, from 
the spoliations to which they had been subjected in the reign 
of Ahaz (2 Chron. 28 : 5, 6, 17-19). And yet they would not 
take heed to the admonitions of the prophet, which would 
have brought them peace and security. 

Verse 13.—Consequently the Lord would continue to give 
them oft-repeated lessons by the chastisements of his provi- 
dence. They had refused tie salutary lessons of his word in- 
tended for their profit, They must now put up with lessons 
of a direr sort, to their damage and final destruction. 

Verse 14.—He now addresses particularly the leaders of 
the people, who were most active and persistent in rejecting 
the counsels of the prcphet, and in pursuing a policy at 
variance with their duty to God and with the divine require- 
ments.— Ye scornful men: Not merely who treat the prophet 
with contumely, but scoff at the messages of God himself. 

Verse 15.— Because ye have said, We have made a covenant 
with death: We have coms to an understanding with death, 
so that it will not harm us. The same thought is expressed 
again in the parallel clause. “And with Sheol’ are we at 
agreement.” “Sheol” does not mean “hell,” the place of 
future punishment, but the place of departed spirits, the 
general repository of all the dead. All who die pass into 
Sheol, but we have an arrangement with Sheol thst we are 
not to be taken thithei’; in other words, we are not to die. 
These words ‘ind their explanation in the politics of. the 
period. The leading politicians were of the opinion that 
their safety lay in an alliance with Egypt (Isa. 30 : 2 sqq.; 
31:1). In dependence on, that power they would be safe 
from all the assaults of Assyria,‘and could bid defiance to 
that “overflowing scourge.”—For we have made lies our refuge, 
and under falsehood have we hid ourselves: They break with 
Assyria, and violate their engagements with that power, in 
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order to gain the favor of Egypt, and expect by this policy of 
deceit and falsehood to promote the public security and 
welfare. 

Verse 16.—Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah, Behold, I 
lay [or, marg., “have laid”] in Zion for a foundation a stone: 
In place of this unavailing refuge of lies, and of a dependence 
on a foreign heathen state, Which would surely fail them in 
their hour of need, the Lord had provided in Zion itself « 
reliable basis of hope and confidence, which would endure the 
test, whose value could not be overrated, which was ordered 
in all things, and sure. The constitution, which God had 
himself established, was the true and only pledge of safety. 
If their trust was reposed in God's unfailing word of promise, 
they would be safe, and they need not look for help to any 
external source. God had promised perpetual royalty to the 
house of David (2 Sam. 7 : 12-16), a pronfixe which reaches 
forward to the culmination of this kingdom in the Lord Jesus 
Christ (1 Pet, 2: 6; Rom. 9 : 33),—a combined reference to 
this passage and to Isaiah 8:14. A faithful reliance on this 
divine promise by both king and people would ensure their 
safety.— He that believeth shall not make haste: He who con- 
fided in the Almighty arm would possess his soul in patience, 
and would not be running hither and thither for succor. 

Verse 17.—God’s dealings with them should be charac- 
terized by strict justice. The figure is drawn from a building 
in the erection of which the architect tests it by the line and 
the plummet, and all is made perfectly straight and plumb. 
God’s justice is the line, and his righteousness the p!ummet, 
which he will apply. Then, by a return to figures previously 
employed, he declares that their false grounds of dependence 
will prove utierly worthless, as if swept away by a hailstorm, 
or submerged by an inundation. 

Verse 18.—Their covenant with death should be of no 
avail. Their alliance with Egypt would not secure them 
against the hostility of Assyria, which should surely sweep 
over them with devastating effect. 


Princeton Theological Seminary. 





TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D. 
INTEMPERANCE RUINS MIND. 


Israel was drawing near to its utter and final downfall. 
Two hundred and fifty years of corruption, without one good 
king, all the good people going over to neighboring Judah, 
had wrought its irreparable work. Over the border, three 
years before the end, the clear-eyed prophet Isaiah was look- 
ing at the causes of this helpless condition. With amazing 
eloquence he breaks out as in our lesson. The one great cause 
of the hastening disaster is “they have erred through wine, 
and gone astray through strong drink; even the priest and 
prophet till they err in vision and stumble in judgement.” 
They are gone so far that all their tables are full of vomit 
and filthiness (vs. 7,8). Because of this besottedness no one 
can teach them knowledge. 

These people even made a covenant with death, and an 
agreement with hell to exempt them from the overflowing 
scourge. They were so far gone in idiocy that made lies 
their refuge, and hid themselves from the God of truth in 
falsehood. Such a people cannot be saved. There is nothing 
worth saving. 

The cup at the mouth steals away the brains. Let him be 
accursed who would change the bright, eager, exultant youth 
to a maudlin fool, not knowing his own door in the dark. 

Put verses seven and eight into the minds of youth so that 
they will start into letters of fire over every bar they approach, 
or wine-cup they handle. 


University Park, Colo. 
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ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 


BY THE REV. WILLIAM EWING. 





SaMArRIA.—The beauty of the situation and surroundings 
of Samaria might well make it the “pride” of the men of 
Ephraim, who were always reputed hard drinkers, The re- 
markable fulfilment of this wo is seen by every traveler who 
visits the spot to-day. The glory of the city is gone; the 
beauty of the flower long has faded; the fellah, with his 
wooden plow, draws his irregular furrows over the ground, 
once covered with far-shining splendor; thorns and thistles 
have sprung over streets and highways; where once laughter 
and song broke through the thousand voices of the great city, 
now is heard only the bleat of the browsing goat by day, and 
the dismal howling of the jackal by night. 

“Tuesk Have Errep Taroven Wixe.”—How far the 
modern Jew is from the spirit of the ancient Scriptures may 
be seen from the talmudic rules regarding the feast of Purim : 
“A man’s duty with regard to the feast is that he should eat 
meat, and prepare a suitable feast according to his means, 
and drink wine until he be drunk, and fall asleep in his 
drunkenness.” Lest there should be any doubt about the 
degree of drunkenness required, this also is defined: “A man 





is bound to get so drunk with wine at Purim, as not to know 
the difference between ‘Cursed is Haman’ and ‘ Bleased is Mor- 













































































decai’” Then, as if to guard against any possible figurative 


of several great rabbis, who believed literal drunkenness to 
be intended, we have an illustration the meaning of which 
cannot be mistaken: “ Rabba and Rabbi Zira made their 
Purim entertainment together. When Rabba got drunk, he 
arose and killed Rabbi Zira. On the following day he prayed 
for mercy, and restored him to life, The following year 
Rabba proposed to him again to make their Purim entertain- 
ment together, but he answered, ‘Miracles don’t happen 
every day.’ ” 5 

Sociat Drivxina.—There is at present a fugitive from 
justice among the Arabs in the Jordan Valley. The govern- 
ment officers dare not follow him there. He is under sen-. 
tence of fifteen years’ imprisonment—which in a Turkish 
prison is equal to sentence of death—for killing a Jew in 
Tiberias, I saw him recently, and asked why he had done it. 
He replied that he was drunk, that there was a disturbance 
in the street, and that he really did not know whether he 
were the guilty man or not. He is a Moslem, and admitted 
that he ought not to take strong drink. “ But,” said he, 
“there was a marriage, and I was forced to drink, otherwise 
all the young people’s friends would have been insulted.” 

“Tue Har SHAty Sweep AWAY THE REFUGE oF Lies.” 
—The prophet here refers to a not. uncommon phenomenon 
in Palestine. Two years ago in Tiberias we had hail, the 
spheres approaching half an inch in diameter. Many win- 
dows were broken. Only last winter Carmel was visited by 
a perfect tempest of hail. Many goats on the mountain were 
killed, and the shutters of a house on the ridge were pierced 
and broken as if by musket-balls, Fortunately, the storm 
happened by night, so that no human beings were exposed 
to its fury. 


Tiberias, Palestine. 





SOCIOLOGICAL NOTES. 


The making and use of intoxicants is so general, though 
not universal, among men, as to suggest that these things are 
a blundering attempt to meet some real need in our human 
nature. And the very common association of intoxication 
with the religious instinct, and with the search after a divine 
inspiration, gives us the clew to this need. Men everywhere 
and always have had the conviction that the dull, uninspired, 
unlifted level of life is not the best, and therefore is not that. 
for which they were made. This instinct, when directed by 
wisdom, leads men to seek in communion with God that ele- 
vation of the spirit for which they are craving. When not 
so directed, it lays hold of the fool’s key to the lost paradise, 
which it finds in alcohol or an opiate, or even in the artificial 
excitement of religious fanaticism,—in dancing, leaping, 
shouting and singing themselves into a common frenzy. The 
ancient worship of Cybele and of Dionysus, the conduct of 
the priests of Baal on Carmel, the performances of the Mos- 
lem dervishes, and the excesses of the Christian Flagellants 
and Penitents, and of some other forms of Christian worship, 
illustrate this way of satisfying the craving. 

Alcoholic intoxication, with its maudlin emotionalism, 
furnishes the easiest way of beginning with the flesh to seek 
perfection in the spirit. Hence the Apostle’s warning to 
begin at the other end: “ Be not drunken with wine, wherein 
is riot, but be filled with the Spirit.” What he thus asso- 
ciates were associated also in the Jewish mind. They did 
not think the exuberant zeal of the Apostles at Pentecost was 
mere drunkenness, when they said: “They are filled with 
new wine.” They recognized the religious character of the 
feelings which possessed the disciples, but they thought these 
were the result of an alcoholic stimulus used to produce reli- 
gious excitement. is 

Even where there is no notion of associating religion with 
strong drink, there is in the drunkard a craving for what 
only a living communion with God should and can supply. 
Hence the growth of drunkenness is fitly alleged by the 
prophet as one of the signs of the apostasy of their nation. 
That growth may have begun in using alcoholic stimulus as 
an aid to religious excitement ; but it seems to have reached 
the point at which it dispensed with all pretense, and men 
made hogs of themselves for the mere sake of the physical 
effects. It had reached the point at which we find it-in 
Russia and other parts of Slavonic/Europe, where the cheap 
potato-brandy (vodka) puts intoxication within the reach of all 
classes. It is said that in the Russian villages the “elders” 
of the community secure their re-election year after year by 
getting the whole body of voters drunk on election day; and 
that in some instances judge and jury, accusers and accused, 
have been drunk at once, during the progress of a trial. 

One effect in Judea was the practical enslavement of the 
poor by the rich, as the appetite of the former placed them 
at the mercy of those who could minister to it. So in Russia 
the village elders have stepped into the place of the former 
lords, and are the virtual owners of the village and its people. 

Nothing but the grace of God will suffice to overcome the 
drink craze, as nothing less than that can satisfy the craving 
which lies behind it. “Nothing is destroyed until it is 





replaced,” Comte says. Mere negative treatment of the evil 


interpretation of these precepts, not to mention the opinions. 
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extn bash enlipty ond sweep, anid: garnish the house. We must 
get the “strong man armed” to keep it. 








MISSIONARY . LESSON. 
LESSON TEXT. 


(Isa. 60 
COMMON VERSION. 
1 Arise, shine; for thy" light is 


* come, and the glory of the Lorp 


is risen upon thee. 

2 For, behold, the darkness 
shall cover the earth, and gross 
Garkness the people: but the Lorp 
shall arise upon thee, and his 
glory shall be seen upon thee. 

8 And the Gén’tiles shall come 
to thy light, and kings to the 
brightness of thy rising. 

4 Lift up thine eyes round 
about, and see: all they gather 
themselves together, they come 
to thee: thy sons shall come from 
far, and thy daughters shall be 
nursed at thy side. 

5 Then thou shalt see, and flow 
together, and thine heart shall 
fear, and be enlarged; because the 
abundance of the sea shall be con- 
verted unto thee, the forces of the 
Gén’‘tiles shall come unto thee. 

6 The multitude of camels shall 
eover thee, the dromedaries of 
Mid‘i-an and E’phah; all they 
from. Shé/ba shall come: they 
shall bring gold and incense; and 
they shall shew forth the praises 
of the Lorp. 

7 All the flocks of Kédar shall 
be gathered together unto thee, 
the rams of Ne-bé/ioth shall min- 
ister unto thee : they shall come 
up with acceptance on mine altar, 
and I will glorify the house of my 
glory. 

8 Who are these that fly as a 
cloud, and as the doves to their 
windows? 

9 Surely the isles shall wajt for 
me,and theships of Tar’shish first, 
to bring thy sons from far, their 
silver and their gold with them, 
unto the name of the Lorp thy 
God, and to the Holy One of Is’ra- 
el, because he hath glorified thee. 

10 And the sons of strangers 
shall build up thy walls, and their 
kings shall minister unto thee: 
for in my wrath I smote thee, but 
in my favour have I had mercy 


: 1-12.) 


REVISED VERSION. 
1 Arise, shine; for thy light is 
come, and the glory of the 
2 Lorp is risen upon thee. For, 
behold, darkness shall cover 
the earth, and gross darkness 
the peoples: but the Lorp shall 
arise upon thee, and his glory 
8 shall be seen upon thee.. And 
nations shall come to thy light, 
and kings to the brightness of 
4 thy rising. Lift up thine eyes 
round about, and see; they all 
gather themselves — together, 
they come to thee: thy sons 
shall come from far, and thy 
daughters shall be ' carried in 
5 the arms. Then thou shalt see 
and *be lightened, and thine 
heart shall tremble and be en- 
larged ; because the abund- 
ance of the sea shall be turned 
unto thee, the wealth of the na- 
6 tionsshall come untothee. The 
multitude of camels shall 
cover thee, the *dromedaries 
of Midian and Ephah; they all 
shall come from Sheba: they 
shall bring gold and frankin- 
cense, and shall proclaim the 
7 praises of the Lorp. All the 
flocks of Kedar shall be gath- 
ered together unto thee, the 
ramsof Nebaioth shall minister 
unto thee : they shall come up 
with acceptance on mine altar, 
and I will * glorify *the house 
8 of my glory. Who are these 
that fly as a cloud, and as the 
9 doves totheir windows? Surely 
the isles shall wait for me, and 
the ships of Tarshish first, to 
bring thy sons from far, their 
silver and their gold with them, - 
for the name of the Lorp thy 
God, and for the Holy One of 
Israel, because he hath ’ glori- 
10 fied thee. And strangers shall 
build up thy walls, and their 
kings shall minister unto thee: 
for in my®wrath I smote thee, 
but in my favour have I had 
11 mercy on thee. Thy gates also 








on thee. 

11 Therefore thy gates shall be 
open continually ; they shall not 
be shut day nor night ; that men unto thee the wealth of the na- 
may bring unto thee the forces of tions, and their kings led with 
the Gén‘tiles, and that their kings | 12 them. For that nation and 
may be brought. kingdom that will not serve 

12 For the nation and kingdom thee shall perish; yea, those 
that will not serve thee shall nations shall be utterly wasted. 
perish; yea, those nations shall be 
utterly wasted. 


shall be open continually; 
they shall not be shut day nor 
night; that men may bring 








1 Heb. nursed upon the side. *See Ps. xxxiv. 5. %Or, young camels 
4Heb. bring good tidings of the praises. 5 Or, beautify *Or, my utfful 
house 17 Or, beautified 

The American Revisers would substitute “thy heart” for “thine 
heart”’ in verse 5, “all they from Sheba shall come” for “ they all 
shall come from Sheba” in verse 6, and “ Jehovah” for “ the Lonp” 
throughout. 





. CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


Verse 1.—The future glory of Jerusalem, or of the true 
church of God, is set forth, in contrast with its previous de- 
pression and gloom.—Arise, shine: She is bidden to do what 
she shall hereafter assuredly do. The command is equiva- 
lent to a promise. The time is coming when she shall rise to 
a conspicuity and glory previously unknown, and shall send 
forth beams of brightness far and wide.—For thy light is come: 
The source of her anticipated splendor and iiluminating 
power is explainéd in the next clause—And the glory of 
Jehovah is risen wpon thee: It is God’s own light which gives 
her all her brilliancy, and his glorious presence within her 
which renders her glorious. 

Verse 2.—The whole earth is involved in moral darkness; 
all nations are in the dense shades of ignorance and sin. 
There is but one illuminated portion in the whole globe, 
where the true knowledge of God and true holiness is to be 
found. It is where God’s revelation of himself is possessed, 
where he*manifests himself in his truth and saving power. 

Verse. 3.—But the divine grace and favor shown to the 
Church is not for her own sake alone. The blessings of God’s 
mercy are not to be hoarded for the sole benefit of those who 
possess them. They are to be freely imparted fo the whole 
race of man. And thus the church becomes the center of 
universal attraction. Nations and their kings are drawn to 
her, that they may partake of her brightness and glory. 


come back to her from every quarter. The city long deso- 
lated and deserted lifts her eyes in glad amazement, and be- 
holds her exiled children returning from the most distant 
parts, and carried gently in the arms of those who assist them 
in their restoration. 

, Verse 5.—She sees, and her eyes sparkle with delight; 
she trembles from excess of joy, and her heart swells with 
rapture, as all the treasures of the world are poured into her 
bosom. All that the islands of the sea contain, and all the 
wealth of the continents, shall be placed at her disposal. 
Verse 6.—Commerce and trade, all occupations and em- 
ployments, shall be sanctified; all human possessions shall be 
consecrated unto God, and used in his service. The caravans 
of Arabia, with their precious commodities of gold and frank- 
incense, are instanced as specimens of a universal truth. 
Secular engagements and worldly gains, instead of alienating 
the heart from God, shall be taken into his service and aid in 
proclaiming his praises. 

Verse 7.—In accordance, with the ritual institutions of the 
Old Testament, special mention is made of the flocks and 
rams of shepherd tribes, which are brought in abundance to 
supply the animals needed for sacrifice. These offerings pre- 
sented at his altar God would graciously accept, and crown 
them with the bestowment of his favor.—And I will glorify 
the house of my glory: The temple, as the abode of God’s glory 
and the place where this glory was manifested, should thus 
be glorified and adorned with crowds of worshipers bringing 
their multiplied offerings, which were both honoring to God 
and pleasing to him. The temple was a symbol of the uni- 
versal church of Godin which he dwells by his spirit (1 Cor. 
3: 16), and’ whose worship perpetually ascends acceptably 
before him. : 

Verse 8.—Ships bearing Zion’s sons, gathered out of every 
land, cover the seas like fleecy clouds, or like flocks of doves 
flying to their sheltered nests. 

Verse 9.—The islands wait for God, obedient to his word 
and ready to do his pleasure. The fleet of ships escorting 
Zion’s sons to their homes are led by those from Tarshish, a 
| Tyrian port in the south of Spain, representing those from 
the most distant parts, All aid in promoting the return of 
God’s wandering and. exiled children to their home, for the 
honor of his most holy name, who has put such glory on his 
church. 

Varse 10.—In former times, foreigners have broken down 
jhe walls of Zion, and their kings have been hostile to her. 
The whole attitude of the world to the church shall be 
reversed. The Lord who had used the nations as instru- 
ments of chastisesnent now employs them in ministries of his 
love and grace. 

Verse 11.—Zion’s gates shall be open night and day. There 
is now no enemy to fear; and the resources of the nations 
are pouring in without intermission, and their kings are led 
in triumph, yielding themselves as willing subjects, or else 
brought as reluctant captives. 

Verse 12.—Submission to Zion and to Zion’s God is the one 
thing requisite, and which is demanded of all as the only 
course consistent with life and safety. They that refuse this 
allegiance must perish. National prosperity and individual 
salvation are alike dependent upon it. 

Princeton Theological Seminary. 








BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


———_ } 
LOCALISM IN MINOR AMERICAN FICTION 


The most striking characteristic’ of contemporary 
American fiction continues to be the careful attention 
paid by numerous writers to themes and people at once 
real and representative, to scenes and environments 
directly studied by the story-tellers. The literary form 
of these tales is minutely realistic, but the true life of 
their personages is the all-important subject of their 
portrayals. Current short stories are far enough removed 
from the sentimentality of the days of The Wide, Wide 
World or The Lamplighter; but sentiment is hardly 
forgotten fora moment. They do not search, as a rule, 
} for abnormal manifestations of sensational morality on 
the part of the hero or the heroine, but are content to 
show merit and demerit, strength and weakness, side by 





*Fourteen to One. By Elizabeth Stuart Phelps. 75 inches, 

cloth, pp. 464. Boston : Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. Price, $1.25. 
Gallegher, and Other Stories. By Richard Harding Davis. 75 

pes cloth, pp. v, 236. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. Price 


’ 
The Dem e. By D.R. Locke, 7344x5% inches, cloth, pp. iv, 

465. Boston: and Shepard. Price, #1 56" , 

y. — ose) his a = oo Sketches and Stories. By Joel 

er Harris. ches, cloth, . 293. Boston: 

Mifflin, & Co. Price, $1.25. 9s ind a ee 
Flute and Violin, and Other Kentucky Tales and Romances, By 

James Lane Allen. 7X5 inches, cloth, iiustrated, pp. iv, 38. New 

York: Harper and Brothers. Price, $1.50. 

Ph a pene ~ mt, = =~ 7+ me Stories. By Octave 

% c q Boston : Hough’ ifflin. 

&Co. Price, $1.25. we rs sed eee 

The Rudder Grangers Abroad, afld Other Stories. By Frank R. 


Stockton. 73¢4x6% inches, cloth, . iv, 1%. New Y : Char 
Scribner’s Sohe ce, $1.25. ~ moe, ™ 





Verse 4.—The scattered sons and daughters of Zion shall 
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oe :~ rahe iuaes The Failure of David Berry, By 


side, leaving the estimate of them to be made by the 
reader. Full of episode, these stories subordinate the 
event to the cause, or, rather, do not stop with the de- 
lineation of the event, Asa result, the American folk- 
tale is easily the first in the world, and does not need to 
be compared with the corresponding English attempt; 
while it is very unlike the dainty genre picture, or the 
romantic or realistic extravaganza, or the pessimistic 
wo, of a Coppée, a de Banville, or a Maupassant, 

Not one of the books now to be noticed is a great one, 
but each is in some way an interesting indication of the 
unswerving attention at present paid to our local scenes 
and representative inhabitants. Mrs. Phelps Ward's 


and A Madonna of the Tubs, the first of which, after 
many years, substantially displays the pathos and the 
grim realistic accuracy which the author so effectively 
combined in her tale of the Pemberton Mills catastrophe: 

The Tenth of January. The really tragic phases of Nuw 
England life, in character as well as in event, the author. 
well knows, and presents without the reticence of method 
shown by such writers as Miss Jewett or Mr. Deming, 
and yet without the luxuriant romanticism to which she 
has lately turned in her not very fortunate essays in the 
field of historical fiction. 

Mr. Richard Harding Davis, in his first collected val+ 
ume of tales, shows the faithfulness of realism, the alert- 
ness of the newspaper reporter, and the moral element 
which is not long absent from any part of our lesser 
fiction, In There Were Ninety and Nine he even utilizes 
the results of original and independent pathological 
observation to heighten the effect of his delineation of 
shattered but not ruined character. But that which a 
French storyteller would have been likely to make either 
repulsive or pointless is here subordinated to a deliberate 
intention and a high purpose. These stories are, in a 
sense, prentice-work, but they show, once more, that we 
have many minor writers, to-day, whose external art is 
better than that of all but our masters of fiction prior 
to 1860. 

The novel called The Demagogue, by the late D. R, 
Locke (“ Petroleum V. Nasby”’), is deficient in this dain- 
tiness of execution, but strong in perception of typical 
charaeter and springs of action. Its hero, evidently 
drawn from life in certain respects, is a figure moré 
familiar in our politics twenty years ago than to-day; 
and his downfall loses some of its moral effect, and more 
of its artistic, from the fact that it is foreseen from the 
first. The novel suggests Kimball’s Was He Successful ? 
or Holland’s Story of Sevenoaks, rather than those 
named with it in the foot-note of this column; and it 
leaves a renewed impression that Locke was our most 
effective political satirist rather than an eminent novelist 
But the delineation and arraignment here presented are 
at least better, in truth and in method, than those in the 
once vaunted but now forgotten novelette, Democracy. 

Mr. Joel Chandler Harris’s Balaam and His Master, 
and Other Stories, and Mr. James Lane Allen’s Flute and 
Violin volume, smack strongly of the soil of Georgia and 
Kentucky, and largely owe their merit and their interest 
to this fact. Mr. Harris’s manner, as a folk-lorist and a 
story-teller, is now so well known that the reader turns 
with more curiosity to Mr. Allen’s work. These Ken- 
tucky stories are less marked by an evident determina- 
tion to be local at all hazards than are many similar 
books; but they are not less truly indigenous, charac- 
teristic, and representative because they are somewhat 
more poetic in theme and treatment. 

The American woman who uses the semi-French, 
semi-English, and therefore rather unwise, pseudonym 
of “ Octave Thanet,” takes for her special field what she 
calls the “ trans-Mississippi” region, and she cultivates 
it to advantage. Adventure, exciting action, death or 
its narrow avoidance, sharp talk, and physical danger, are 
more frequent in her thoughts and her pages than is 
usual in the American folk-tale; but her reply to any 
charge of over-sensationalism would immediately be that 
the scenes and people portrayed were often startled by 
the pistol-shot, or overhung by the gloom of half-cleared 
forests. At any rate, her stories gre welcome, and more 
so, on the whole, than the roughly similar Southwestern 
work of the late William M. Baker, in which the per- 
sonality of the writer was sometimes unduly intruded. 

Mr. Stockton’s Rudder Grangers Abroad, and Other 
Stories, returns to a familiar string, but it is one on 
which rone of his contemporaries can play so well, 
There are times, in any life, when merely superficial, 
innocent, harmless fun—dry drollness—is precisely what 
the reader wants; and that is just what Mr. Stockton 
knows how to give. 





One is almost ready to declare that Miss Jewett has no 


volume contains her well-known Jack the Fisherman 
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superior, at least among Eastern writers, 
in this field of American localism and 
characteristically vital sentiment. Instead 
ofspeaking of her latest volume, Strangers 
and Wayfarers, let us turn to her story 
called The Failure of David Berry, in 
Harper's for June, Nothing could be 
simpler or more commonplace than its 
slender and unoriginal plot; there is no 
love-making, or strikingly significant epi- 
sode, and there is no obvious moralizing. 
Yet here is a true work of art, in which 
realism is enjoyable for the sake of its own 
inherent excellence, but is steadily and 
naturally bent to the legitimate purpose 
of the author. Once read, the tale cannot 
be forgotten ; it is, without inconsistency, 
both a prose-poem and a sermon. 


The history of Boston, which Mr. Cabot 
Ledge contributes to the series of Historic 
Towns edited by Professor Freeman, is 
the second American contribution to the 
series, It has the merits, but also the de- 
fects, of Mr, Lodge’s historical work gene- 
rally. He has the temperament of the 
public speaker, rather than that of the 
historian. He cares first for effect, rather 
than for accuracy and adequacy of state- 
ment. His books are pleasant reading 
always; but when we grasp his statements 
and submit them to analysis, we find them 
inadequate. He has said less than he 
seems to say; he has told us far less than 
we wish to know. In these respects he 
might take a lesson from Mr. Doyle, whose 
history ‘of our colonial period, although 
the work of an Englishman, is about the 
best we have. Mr. Lodge points out, with 
felicity, Boston’s unique position as repre- 
senting the old world to the new and the 
new totheold. But other American cities 
certainly will object to the statement that 
Boston and New York rank second and 
first “as regards the part played. on the 
wider field of national life, and in’ the 
advance of what is called civilization.” 
In marking off the boundary between the 
municipal life, from that of the common- 
wealth and that of the nation Mr. Lodge 
does not hold a firm hand, Very much 
that better belongs to the history of Massa- 
chusetts finds a place here; and much 
that one would like to have told of Boston 
is crowded out in consequence. The 
church side of the story is one which 
suffers most. Mr. Lodge discusses -but 
does not quite grasp the significance of the 

*organization of the Puritan churches in 
the city and the colony, of the struggle 
between Congregational and Presbyterian 
tendencies, and the final overthrow of the 
latter. Dr. Dexter's large work on Con- 
gregationalism: Its History, etc., would 
have given him needed light. Neither 
does he recognize the significance of’the 
organization of the Brattle Street Qhurch 
as the first step of that formal rebellion 
against the Puritan spirit, which ended 
in Unitarianism. And he tells us as good 
as nothing of the social convulsion which 
attended the final break between Uni- 
tarianism and Orthodoxy in 1815 and the 
years that followed. Is it right to speak 
of William Blackstone, the first English 
settler on Trimountain, as an Anglican? 
His famous comparison of the “lord 
brethren” of America with the “lord 
bishops” of England seems to show the 
contrary. (7X4} inches, pp. xi, 242. 
London and New York: Longmans, 
Green, & Co. Price, $1.25.) 





The current comments on literature 
(chiefly fiction) contributed to Harper’s 
Magazine by William Dean Howells are 
as interesting and suggestive when they 
arouse disagreement as when they evoke 
the reader’s commendation. The selection 
from them, in the neat little volume called 
Criticism and Fiction, pleasantly disproves, 





again, the old fallacy that the critical and 
creative functions are incompatible. Mr. 
Howells intelligently comments on novels, 
because he deliberately creates novels on 
a certain realistic line. All will agree 
with him in declaring that fiction. should 
truly portray life; but many will aver that 
Mr. Howells and those he so extravagantly 
praises often fail to present more than a 
poor and partial life. His denunciations 
of anonymous critics betray more suffering 
than endurance, more strenuousness than 
fairness, Many anonymous critics are 
painstakingly honest, and some remain 
anonymous for the very purpose of high 
impartiality. Would it be improper to 
remark that Mr. Howells’s own anonymous 
scarification of Holland’s Kathrina was 
quite as manly and sincere as his signed 
glorification of Howe’s already forgotten 
Story ofa Country Town? (75 inches, 
cloth,. pp. iii, 188. New York: Harper 
and Brothers. Price, $1.00.) 








It was the bad fortune—or rather the 
direct personal fault—of De Quincey to 
die and leave his miscellaneous contribu- 
tions to literature in great confusion and 
inaccessibility. James T. Fields, of Bos- 
ton, gathered them from periodical files, 
and elsewhere, and gave the world the 
first collected edition, forty years ago; and 
now Professor Masson is just finishing 


,»nother uniform set of the works of the 


felicitous prose-poet. Besides this, Dr. 
A. H. Japp has collected letters and other 
unpublished De Quincey Memorials in two 
goodly volumes, considerable parts of 
which have already been given to the 
American public in The Independent. 
They newly illustrate the unusual even- 
ness of execution in the prose of a writer 
whom the next century will be likely to 
rate beside Ruskin and above Newman. 
(9X6 inches, cloth, pp. vi, 289; iv, 274. 
New York: United States Book Co, 
Price, $5.00.) 


Mr. John Fiske now announces that his 
contributions to the literature of American 
history are to be arranged in a sortof series, 
as follows: Introductory works: The Dis- 
covery and Spanish Conquest of America 
(in preparation); American Political 
Ideas; The Beginnings of New England. 
Part Second: The American Revolution 
(two volumes, just ready). Part Third: 
The Critical Period of American History. 
Of these the last-named is far the most 
original and valuable; but the new work 
on the Revolution is readable and trust- 
worthy, and in accord with the modern 
desire to trace causes to effects, without 
prejudice or haste. - (2 vols., 85} inches, 
cloth, pp. xxi, 844; xi, 305. Boston: 
Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. Price, $4.00.) 





Broad scholarship, delicate criticism, 
and mastery of the art of translation in 
prose and verse, are combined in Mr. T.8. 
Perry’s JTistory of Greek Literature. This 
handsomely printed and well-illustrated 
volume traces, in a popular, but not super- 
ficial way, the development of Hellenic 
letters, as related to the life and mind of 
the Greeks. Copious translations of selec- 
tions from masterpieces are presented; 
and the whole book, or any one of its 
divisions, will give some intelligent idea 
of the character and subject-matter of the 
classic works discussed. (9}<7} inches, 
cloth, pp. xiii, 877. New York: Henry 
Holt & Co. Price, $7.50.) 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 

Eyen in England the question of re- 
stricting immigration is becoming urgent. 
A book is in the press, entitled The Desti: 
tute’ Alien in England, which argues 
against “the free importation of destitu- 
tion and vice.” It is a symposium by 








fourteen writers, two of them members of 
the aristocracy. It is aimed, probably, 
mvre at the ingress of the Russian Jews 
than any other class. England recently 
has shown some arixiety that we should 
not divert them into her. direction by 
excluding them from our country. 


Mrs. Oliphant adds a sixth to the biog- 
raphies she has written in her Memoir of 
the Life of Laurence Oliphant and of 
Alice Oliphant, his Wife. Of her hero, 
who was her distant kinsman, she says: | F 
“There has been no such bold satirist, no 
such cynic philosopher, no such devoted 
enthusiast, no adventurer so daring and 
gay, no religious teacher so absolute and 
visionary, in this Victorian age now be- 
ginning to round toward itsend.” Gordon 
in our century, and Herbert of Chesbury 
in the seventeenth, are the nearest to fur- 
nishing a parallel. 


The recently published Life of John 
Boyle O'Reilly, with His Complete Poems 
and Speeches, emphasizes the fact which 
has been manifest in all the eulogies pro- 
nounced since his death,—that significance 
is sometimes more efficient than absolute 
greatness in the formation of contemporary 
estimates of success, O’Reilly was a potent 
personality, a true and spontaneous lyrist 
of freedom, an effective romancer, and a 
fervid orator; but in and above all these 
was his representative character as an 
exiled Irish patriot and a molder of re- 
ligious and social opinion. The whole 
sometimes is greater than the sum of all 
its parts; and the modest and hardwork- 
ing Boston journalist little foresaw the 
significance which he was to attain in our 
cosmopolitan American life,—because of 
his warmheartedness, His comparative iso- 
lation, and of his peculiar r€lations to men 
of similar ancestry. , 





BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 
157,500 copies. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time. The advertis- 
ing rateis$1.25 per line, with discounts of from 
5 per cent on two insertions, to 40 per cent on 
an advertisement running a year. An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a certain wniform amount 
of space (not less than three inches) in each is- 
sue for a year, or a uniform amount of space, 
weekly, for a shorter period, the whole to amount 
to not less than one thousand dollars, may have 
such a position in the paper, regulorly, as he 
may choose, so fur as it will not conflict with 
earliercontracts with other advertisers, nor with 
the Publisher's idea of the general make-up of 
theadvertising pages. All advertising, however 
conditioned on anappearance upon the last page, 
will be charged an advance of twenty per cent 
upon the regular rates. 


Horsford’s Acid Phosphate. III effects of 
tobacco relieved by its use. 


TO S. S. OFFICERS. 


RANSOM'S SS SERIES OF SUNDAY 
SCHOOL RECORDS, based on familiar figures weed 
in graded schools, instead of antiquated methods now 
in use, creates better attendance, lessons, collections, 
and new scholars. a. a —-— ire. 
Sample set, with one c 10 ention 8 
paper. D. L. Ramsom, 137 a Buffalo, N,¥. 
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HOW TO ENJOY THE BIBLE. 


That breezy new paper, the BIBLE READER, 
helps you to uiré a taste for the Bible. ee 
ing universal attention. Wonderful success. 
pages mo onthly. on Eel ene yore ont 20 ~ a 
silver. FRANKLINTON, 


EYRE & SPOTTISWOODE’S 
Thin white paper TEAC HER'S BIBLES 
contains 300 pages of“ Aids.” The Minion 
type edition, bound in Alsatian levan/, is the ; 
best book at the ae $5, on the market. 
Bad. B. YOUNG & Cooper Unron, N. Y. 


E Ra. MAKING AN EXTRAORDINARY 


a to —~Si By pe pene & 

4 er and arte » fend on your 
name ot once OPT we w by 
blishers, 


LATHROP 00., Pui Boston 





Street, Philadelphia, Pa. . 





Lyman Abbott's | on Pie 
Sunday-school ntendents, 
nd will = i DI 
sition of the Bund this book valuable rise exper 





Tilustrated. Cloth. 8yo. Price, postpaid, 
Also * Pentecest’s ‘Bible Stnatoe a a John. 
Price, postpaid, $1.00. 
For sale by all booksellers, or sent, prepaid, on receipt 
of price by 


A. S. BARNES & CO., Publishers, 


751 Broadway, New York. 


Talking »Right Out in Meeting. 


He read that invaluable book,“ Refese an Audience; 
or,The Use of the Will in Public 
sarees, .and made a Iecuibbooseeeh th great satis- 
ion. ‘It knocks to flinders the theories of elocu- 





tionists,”— ist, Cloth, 75 ce: 
NK «& ‘whan ans: raklichon’, SS ana 
> Antes Pt Place, New York. 


















| FOR SU ig SCHOO 
aiwartes nigh ae OO le. Lt 


publishers & discount list fi 
10. Albany, N. Y. 


“ d- 
The Story of Joseph.” Ascrics of 48 band- 





‘ trating the +2 J of Joseph. Each setinabox. Price, 


Pom oo set of 48 cards, 30 cents. GOODENOUGH & WOG- 
., 122 Nassau Street, New York. 


VALUABLE SUNDAY- SCHOOL SONGS, 


Bright Array. 8 ot + a and Doanr. $30 
Winnowed Songs. 25 1%s,0-S0xey. $5 per 





Select Songs. A) ee =. PELOUBET. $10 
Choral Song. {2.03 "fper iw copie” OU 


coupe _o jes mailed on receipt of price; return- 
able i opted. 


THE BIGLQW & MAIN COMPANY, 
81 RANDOLPH STREET, | 76 EAST NINTH STREET, 
CHICAGO. NEW YORK. 





The hymns used in Bethany 
Sunday-school, Phila.,‘‘thathave 
blessing in them,”—compiled by 
Hon. Joun WaNAMAKER,—one 
copy mailed for 50c.—Thename 
of book is “LIVING HYMNS.” 
JOHN J, HOOD, 1024 Arch St., Phila. Pa. 





CHILDREN’S PrILer™ SErRvicek, No, XIX. 
DAY y Sunday-School new mu- 
MUSIC. sic. By John W. tae. Also 6 


other services, Price, 100 copies, $4.00. , 2 cts, 
each. Cong’! 8. 8. & Pub. Soc’y, ey Chicago. 


CHILD, SONGS, .. 


FOR PRIMARY CLASS 
Boston Union. 
per 100. WA! WARD & : DRUMMOND. § New ork rin 


CHOIR LEADERS. 


Send 10 cents for a sample copy of the Musica. 
eae. containing anthems. 
JOHN CHURCH CO., Cincinnati, 0. 


CRYSTAL SONGS sanyo" t8S,o1. 














For the RS 


Regeter age $3.60 per dozen. aes copy, 10 cents, 
qenee reduction on quanti to schools. 
. W. WH TNEY CO., Publishers, nbn. Ohio. 


Be ne 


ipemage ace HI, 


ek mene 

A great many of the readers of The 
Sunday School Times wish to preserve 
their papers and have them in convenient 
form for reference. The Binders now 
offered are of the same manufacture as 
those furnished during the past three years 
and which have given me 4 good satisfac- 
tion. The pa rs can be placed in the 
binder wee by week. The volume is 
not cramped at the back as when the old 
styleof binder is used, but open wide and 
easy like a fiexible-sewed book. 

ith the expectation that, in menr 

cases, club subscribers will be g 
order the Binder through the & whe 
forms the club, the price has been made 
very low when two or more of them are 
ordered. 











Tre STYLeEs. 
Full cloth, stiff sides, stamped. 


,- le one, Fyeeum, and, if teat’, 15 cents 
a n 

Two or more, centseach. If 15 
cents each additional. es, 


Cloth and fuller’s board, flexible. An 
excellent Binder, although very plain. 


Singleone, 50 ceuts, and 10 cents additional 
for mailing. 

Two or more, 40 cents each, and, if mailed, 
10 cents each additional. . 


The flexible Binder makes a handier 
volume for the reader, while the stiff 
Binder may be soniewhgt better for the 
permanent preservation of the pa 

Address, John D. Wattles, 1031 Walnut 


~ Jn ordering goods, rin ‘maki inquiry concerning 
‘ oderce (Wi papt, pou Og Be 
: in The Sundc 
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Unknown Wives 
of Well- Kn mown Men' 


A series, pronounced to be the “freshest 
magazine feature of the year,” will be con- FROM NOW TO 


tinued in each of the spring and summer s 
A, numbers of a ' d january, 1892 


The Ladies’ sets a 
Home Journal 


7| and present the portraits of the wives 
of famous men whom the public 
have never seen. 


The series will present portraits and 
sketches of 















Ol 
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4 Wirs. John Wanamaker 
7| The Princess Bismarck _ .fitig. 
Lady Tennyson SG? 

4] Mirs. Will Carleton A 
Lady Agnes Macdonald 
Mrs.Chauncey M. Depew 
Mrs. Levi P. Morton 
Mrs. James G. Blaine 


And several others to be 
announced in the 
autumn. 


\ 


SS 





For Your Daughters: 


*‘ Side-Talks With Girls,” edited by 
RutH ASHMORE—a page of wise coun- 
sd sels and instructive corfiments on social 
affairs and wholesome advice for our 
growing daughters. 
Some valuable articfes in summer numbers 
include— 
“‘ After Dark in the Country”’ 
‘“*Those Little Summer Larks”’ 
‘“‘A Girl’s Summer Dangers” 





«The Summer 
Young Man” 
Z Will be described so that 
every girl will know the 
4 good from the bad. 





Ks We offer THE LADIES’ HOME JOURNAL. on trial from now 
to Jan’y, 1892, balance of this year, on receipt of ONLY 50 CENTS 
CURTIS PUBLISHING COMPANY, Philadelphia, Pa. 








EDUCATIONAL. oF Re: He EDUCATIONAL. _ EDUCATIONAL. 














BYN MAWR COLLEGE, BRYN MAWA Fox Ou WOMEN WESTERN ERVE rY, 
B Pa.,10 miles from Philadelphia. A College for WELLS. COLLEGE site 5 ae Hadson, 0. A isis ag bo ye 
Women, The program, stating the graduate and | Three full courses of Location } penutifel and | school, In 10 ears las Sent 8 students to l4colleges. 
undergraduate courses of study for the academic | healthful. ‘A refined Christian home. New wading. | Catalogue. NEWTO IN B. HOBART, PRINCIPAL. 
year, will be sent on application. ber lt, ib. "Send for cabal Session begins Septem- , 

r 1 r cata ENN , 
Wmagre= SEMINARY BASTHANP- FRISBEE, D.D., President. COLLEGE. Sad Joo Glos pas fo obwontiones 

ys for an 





pares cotte facilities. Terms High and healthful. 
scientific school. Opens Sept. 10, 1891. labore: team } eatin cncapen “any — 
tories and bath-rooms. All buildings eased by OGONTZ SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES. 5 h Os. Han ton D D.D., President beaeen. 
steam. Address Removed in 1883 from Chestnut St., Philadelphia, to 
Rev. Wa. GaLLacuen, Principal. Ogontz, the spacious country seat at of Jay Cooks, will | ~~ 
begin its forty-second goat ednesday, Sept. 30. 
RINITY SCHOOL, TrvoL1-on-Hupson iN. Y. | For circulars, eel . be RIMcTPALa, Ogonte School, 
Location and surroundings unsurpassed. Equip- | Mo’ mery County 
ment complete. Gymnasium, drill hall, bowling Principal Bmerita, 
alleys, ete. Thorough preparation for college, scien- | Miss Franczs E. re, Miss H, A. DitLaye. 


. Or bu Miss Sytvia J. EasTMan 
JAS. STARR CLARK, D.D., Rector, 


~ EAST GREENWICH ACADEMY. | DO NOT STAMMER. DIXON'S 2x ents PENCILS 
























If your stationer does not keep 
smaies 1802, Both sexes. On Narragansett Bay. Refer to John Yoggmeter, Postmaster-General ; Tines, ond cond ~ cond 3 Gale yap vay ty Com 
——- — Bg li AR ng = unrated a George W. Childs, proprietor Philadelphis pany, Jersey City, N.J., for samples worth double the mones 
Sfonae’ wenn av. = one John DyWaitiee, publisher of The 


AMERICAN FIRE 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 
OFFICE, COMPANY’S BUILDING, 
308 and 310 Wainut Street, Philadelphia. 





mee 
all other claime..................000 wit 
Surpius ovor all Liabilities....... 455,7' 
TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1801. 
$2,950,394.07. 
THOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. 
CHAS. P. PEROT, Vice-President. 
RICHARD MARIS, Sec. and Treas, 
JAMES B. YOUNG, Actuary, 


DIRECTORS: 
Thos. H. Montgomery, Charles P. 
Israel Morris, Jos, K, Re . 
Pemberton 8.’ Eiptchineen, Femeel Wel 
Alexander Bid Charles 8. Whelen, 


caward F. Beale, Jr. 


EIGHTEEN PER CENT PER ANNUM 
Was the Last Dividend of the 


HARRIMAN BUILDING AND 
LOAN ASSOCIATION. 


Another equally gratifying dividend will be: 
declared June 1 next. 

These dividends are declared out of net 
profits. 

This Association is located in the thriving. 
temperance city of Harriman, Tennessee. 





paid-up, for sale to investors. 
For particulars, address 


Harriman, Tennessee. 


INVESTMENT. 


Send for particularso!f a high-class industrial security, 
paying arood per centperannum. Thorough investi- 
gationand highest references, P.O. Box 757, Phila., Pa. 








OVER 350,000 acres of Choice Farm Lands. Fail- 
ure of crops never known. Bestall- aeons climatein 
theworld. Soiladapted toall kindsoffarming. Plenty 
of water. Low prices, and unusually liberal terms. 
C. E. Simmons, LandCom,C.& N.W. Py Til. 








5 BAXTER C, SWAN 


CHURCH, HALL 4x0 LODGE 








Se. ‘fol ee ice | 
or illus. price- ance 
©. A. manT & CO., 183 N, 34 & - Phila., Pa, 


FLAGS AND BANNERS, 
SISCO BROS., Baltimore, Md. 


Send for Illustrated catalogue. 


CHURCH LAMPS AND CKANDELIERS 
WITH OUR CELEBKATED BURNERS, 


gat FOR SUNDAY- ‘SCHOOLS. 








umate given of d descri Cat. 
ven of cost an ve 
logue ae on application. 


No. 36 South 24 St.. Philadelphia, 1 Pe 


MAGIC ae 


McSHANE BELL =a 


BALTIMORE a 
feta oa te BELLS 
Also CHIMES AND BELLIS. 
Price and terms free. Name this paper. 

















CINCINNATI! BELL FOUNDRYCO 
sNCINNATI, O. maakers of the ‘Bl: nd 
School and Fire Alarm 
Catalegne With over 2200 testimonials. 


PANE LEI D Severed by six original patents, 


he best for churches ro ly and 
pul, Send for catal 
METAL Sto. 


CEILINGS ~ "SEzERen< 























‘ society, foreign, and 

correspondence, 

BOSTON LINEN 
BOSTO 


samples free. 


SAMUEL WARD CO., 
49 & 61 Franklin Street, Boston. 

















‘ KESLEE, day Beboo 
East Greenwich, Send for eer rer E Sommerer 
Streets, Philade 


LAKE FORI Strste Phiuinacighias rans "Pre Garden 
A ul “ime TA _ STAMMERING. 


College and Aaca.iemy iom.”’ Refer to Rev. 8. T. Ford, Svra- 


and Seminary for cuss. NY Es ¥. ESE KE. THORPE, Newton Centre, ‘Mass. a 
nt . —_—— ARLE’S Galleries of Paintings, 
ce te ay Ca Sens ee "Cure guaranteed in all curable M Choice Etchings, Engrav- 
etc. 














cases. Fren ‘s acm oe 











For Sunday-scheol 
Rewards. Samples 
sent on receipt of 15 cts. 
CA K DS BR. STRICKLAND. 


Albany, N.Y. 














BUSHNELL’S 
Perfect Letter Copyi mg Books 


Are known and used all arou No Press 
uired. Useany good copying-ink. Note size, $1.00, 











l 
1.2, Sent mail ipt of 
ae ge gion eee 7S. th 4th Bt, Pa 


A limited number of shares, both serial and* 


HARRIMAN BUILDING AND LOAN ASSOCLATION,.. 


The correct woriting-papers for | 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


me SUNDAY arama mess oid or new week'y 
the following rates, for 
rates ‘hfe 





or new subscrib- 





aod 

ONE COPY, one year, -. $1.50 

Onecopy, five years, full payment in advance... 6.00 
TO MINISTERS, M and Theologica! Stu- 


dents, $1.00 a year, or $4.00 for five years, full payment 


in advance. 
SCHOOL CLUBS. 
will B'supplied or —= set of tapoee or of scholars, 


supplied wi my hy ies as may be de 
at the fol yearly club rates 
pay ae Ort to (more than one) mailed 
to Hor a 00 each, 


aur tener eam cen Sh to one address, 
Scentseach. A pac thus sent is addressed to 
a oy, os 5 ashen naines can be written or 


moe hy ~¥ a ordered sent 
vidual addresses at $1.00 each, and partly 
to one address, at yo each, when 80 


fora club should all go to one ann 
in cases where a a of the teachers of a 
their mall Fm fe from one one ce, and 


= the same sc! anoiber, 
will be sent acco 
y oa clubs, at the fift ete = 94 
ubs ee be divi 
if desired. 


plies to 

to thee ex yt that 

packages of five or 

, additional, will be 
PIES. One free ,w 

“atfoea for every ten copies ‘for inactub ofeither 

The free eg 2, clubs cannot 

be sent separately, b “tw 1 be uded in the 

ns may be made at any time toa club—such 

‘ syk eer to expire at the | Any -4 
with ub as originall ered, and the r 

1 be the pee lonate share of the yearly club rate. 


m Curing only a portion of the 
‘ zs ood rates 1 


foliowi 
pe BE ol 





‘tot yin 


t 


subscribe at at “club for such a length of 
papers may be required. 
f CHANGE OF ADDRESS. Subscribers to whom the 
igeges ma! see. o rately, at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 
see, mee De he address changed at any time 
without charge. *vem==.0 of c ube ¢ io not 
‘have this rivilege, but any suc have his paper 
ged trom t @ package to an The {vidual address, 
by one any. con the difference in theprice of the 
rr Innes subscriptions, or may order an eztra 
copy of the paper sent to & vacation address, at the 
of three cents a wee” -vr a short term, or twenty- 
five cents for three months. 
asking to have the direction of a paper 
should be careful to name, not only the post- 
to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
inion i thas been sent, All addresses should include 
both ceunty and state 
If aciub subscription is renewed by some other per- 
son than the one who sent the previous subscription, 
such person will oblige the Fy! by stating that 
} J = he a for es the place of the one 
rmed last 
' The paper will no not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request. The 
pore for a club wil invariabl be discontinued at the 
mn of the — aie on. Renewals should 
therefore be made early 
Enough copies of an y one issue of the pa 
able all the teachers of a school to examine 
sent free, upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 





pe rit F will be be 





The Sun School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal nion at 
the following rates, which include 

One copy, one year ehilings. 
Two or more copies. one ll 6shbillings each. 
To ministersand missiouaries. 


for one or more copies, 6 shillings each. 
To secure the aheve rates for two or more copies, the 
payers must dered at one time, and they will be 
either winely to the individual addresses, or in a 
ay to -— = address, whichever may be preferred 
: "Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, Lone on, =e i, aly amg early 
ft. L bscriptions a e@ above rai e 
A to be be malled direct from Philadeiphia to the 

eu 
myOHLN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 


P. 0. Box 1550. 
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—Soap - 
IR CLEANSING THE SKIN AND SCALP OF 
infants of birth humor, for allaying ieosing 
irtttation, and inflammation, for checkin first 
aptoms of inherited skin diseases, the a 

EDICATED TOILET wens is absolutely priceless. 

It keeps the pores open, the oil glands and tubes 
active, aad thus furnishes an outlet for morbid or 
refuse matter of the system, which, if ee 
would give rise to rashes, fevers, etc. By reason 
its antiseptic peepectias® neutralizes un wholesome 


er es of impure air and water. 
aeervang, freshening, and beautifying the 
skin, or imparting a velvety surtness and shell-like 


transparency to the complexion and hands, no 
sroduct of recent science can possibly equal the 
Eortcuna MEDICATED TOILET Soap. 
Sold everywhere. Price, 25<, by the 
, ae AND CumaicaL AL CORPORATION, ioe 
ton, M 


Ba Send for ‘How to Beantify the Skin.”’ 


BABY'S “iecty contexsitamesean tour 
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“INSTANTANEOUS CHOCOLATE. 


ble, no bo! .. Put up in 
un ‘came a TEc. STE MEN P. Ie. WHITMAN SON 
inventors and only manufactorers, Philadelphia, Pa. 


UPTURE. & SEELEY’S Hare ‘Rabber 
Trusses care Rupture in all cura- 
Mechanical 


of Rupture, 
book. mailed on application. 
co., PE PHIA. 













for some women—hard work for 
others. Perhaps, for most women, 
more or less of both. Fix it 


to suit yourself. More play 
and less work—that’s when 
you wash and clean with Pear/- 










ine. More work and less play—that’s 


when you wash with soap in the old back-breaking way. 


Better work, too; with Peardine. 
rubbing that wears things out. 
about, whether you 

Easier, quicker, 


better, 


Little or none of the 
It’s something to think 
© your own work, or have it done. 
cheaper—and absolutely safe. 


Facts about Pear/ine known by millions of women. 


Peddlers and some unscrupulous grocers will tell you, ‘‘ this 


Bewa re is as good as” or ‘‘the same as Pearline.” 


Pearline i is never peddled,and if your grocer sends 
_thing in cd of Pearline, do the honest thing—send i¢ back, 
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APERFECT LIQUID DENTIFRICE 
DELICIOUSLY FLAVORED. 


ITS USE INSURES 
BEAUTIFUL 
CLEAN TEETH 
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GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1872 
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Breaklast Cocoa 


from which the excess of oil 









has more 


Is absolutely pure and 


No Chemicals 


are used in its preparation. It 


strength of Cocoa mixed with 
Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more eco- 
nomical, costing less than one 
centa cup. Itis delicious, féur- 
ishing, strengthening, EastLy 
DIGESTED, and admirably adapted for invalids 
as well as for persons tn health. 


Sold by Grocers everywhere. 
__W.BAKER &00., Dorchester, Mass, _ 
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Improper food is largely responsible for the in-} 
creased infant mortality in hot weather. Nestlé’s 
Milk Food is universally recognized by medical 

jauathorities as the best summer diet. 
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A PERFEcT TYPEWRITER. 
TERMS TO AGENTS LIBERAL. 
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PoRTABLE, INEXPEN- 


SIVE. WRITES ALL LANGUAGES. 
Read Mr. Howells's Opinions 
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Tasty Wall Papers 


cost no more than ugly designs. 
live in Texas or Oregon, you can’ buy from our 
immense stock, by our method, as well as if in 
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FROM OUR NEIGHBORS 


THE TEACHER BEFORE HIS 
CLASS. 


[¥. N. Peloubet, D.D., in The Advance. ] 










Some one has said that “if any one 
thinks it is easy to teach he does not 
know what teaching is.” Not only is this 
true, but the difficulty is increased by thé 
great vatiety of classes to be taught. For 
instance, I teach the lesson regularly three 
times each week,—once to adults in the 
teachers’-meeting ; again, on Sunday morn- 
ing, to one hundred and fifty young ladies 
in a large seminary; and still again to a 
class of boys in the Sunday-school. Each 
class requires a different method of treat- 
ment, and has its own difficulties. Per- 
haps I should have more assurance in 
speaking of “ the teacher before his class” 
if I did not have so often to attempt to 
practice my own theories with varying 
success, 
There is always one comfort, that, how- 
ever wanting we may be in talent, we have 
as large a gospel as those-of the greatest 
talent; we may be weak, but the gospel 
is not weak; and Phillips Brooks has 
truly said that most of the work done for 
the salvation of the world is done, as must 
be done, by people of one or two talents. 
But it is useless to come before the clars 
unless we are full to overflowing with the 
truths of the lesson to be taught. The 
old illustration is true that a cannon, 
though loadgd with the best of powder 
and ball, can do no execution unless the 
fire is sent to kindle its power. But it is 
equally true that the fire, though lightning 
from heaven, cannot make an unloaded 
cannon effective. As I stand before my 
class, what book shal! I have before me? 
The Bible, of course. But in what form? 
Thht depends on the habits and endow- 
ments of the teacher, and the time at his 
disposal, It is the same question which 
confronts the preacher, whether he shall 
preach without notes, with a few notes for 
helps to his memory, or with a written 
sermon. Some do best in one way, and 
some in another. The best teaching and 
the best preaching has been done in all 
methods. It depends also on the class,: 
and on the lesson. In two of my classes I 
use nothing at all in my hand, but am 
supposed to be so familiar with my lesson 
that it is wholly in my mind. A Bible is 
at hand, of course, and it gives me confi- 
dence to know that some suggestions and 
hints are within reach, though I never 
use them. In some cases it is necessary 
to have the exact text, to call attention 
to certain relations between words and 
phrases. But in the class of boys I find 
it of advantage to have the Quarterly at 
hand, to call attention to maps and charts, 
to keep in mind the various references, the 
use of which leads to the best use of the 
Bible, and to keep my questioning some- 
where in the line in which they have 
studied. ‘ 
Of course, in teaching we sbould use 
the Socratic method of question and an- 
swer, waking up the mental faculties of 
our scholars, and ‘arousing them to think. 
But at the same time there are points 
which can be best impressed by a brief 
address or application amid the question- 
ing. But more than this, good teaching 
demands that we impress on the memory 
the great facts of the lesson, as a per- 
petual babis of the thinking. Much 
teaching is a partial failure because the 
facts of the Bible are not clear and defi- 
nite in the minds of the scholars, who 
sometimes mix up the fag of the Bible 
almost as much as they do their lessons in 
the day-school. For the same reason the 
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mitted to memory usually in Scripture 
words. Ordinarily better ones can be 
found for the historical portions than the 
verses of the lesson assigned to be com- 
mitted to memory. This learning of the 
verses can be done in the class, and en- 
forces and makes abiding the lesson. We 
may not be to blame if our scholars come 
to us without knowing their lesson, but it 
is our fault if welet them go away without 
knowing it. Something clear-cut and 
definite, both as to historical fact and to 
divine truth, should be left each Sunday 
in the mind of the scholar. 

Another matter of utmost importance 
in teaching is to use each lesson, espe- 
cially in the historical portions of the 
Bible, as a section of history, joined on 
to the previous lesson. Those who look 
upon the lessons as “a hop, skip, and 
jump,” a sort of “kangaroo” method of 
Bible study, seem to have an “acute 
attack of inadequate information” as to 
the design. of the committee in selecting 
the lessons.. It depends altogether on 
how the teacher uses the lessons. For 
example, at the time of this writing we 
have two lessons in Amos. No good 
teacher will confine himself to the verses 
selected. He will take up the whole work 
of the prophet, his place in the history, the 
work he had to accomplish, his two metff- 
ods of doing it, his experience at Beth-el, 
and the hope of better things with which 
he closes, Amos and his work will hence- 
forth be like a new star in the sky to the 
scholar. 

Every lesson is practically a sermon 
preached in question form. It should 
have @ purpose as much as a sermon 
should. It should be as practical, every 
truth being applied to the daily life, All 
the power, the natural development, the 
completeness, the impressiveness, the 
spiritual life, which give value to a ser- 
mon, should be in every lesson taught. 
The class is the teacher’s parish. 











W. L. DOUCLAS 


$3 S H OE {CENTLEMEN. 
5: and stylish dress Shoe Vieh nee 
$4-00 Hand-sewed Welt. A finecalf Shoe 
for style and durability. 
82.50 Goodyear pus t is the 
ular price. 
$3.50 Poi Policeman's shoe 
are Hy or 4 =oe, farmers © etc. 
83-00 fo for. sot dies, ts t3- s the 2 only ‘hund-sewed 
a 
$9- 50 Dongola Shee "ior Ladies is a new 
Coparvare, d promises to become very 
ome Bice ie detten cet Sur8 te 
Ail goods warranted and stamped with name 
bottom. If advertised local —~y aes supply 
price or a aol 
Ww. L DOUGLAS ai aentag mene Mass. 
Ry He —Shoe-dealers and General 
Merehants 7 Fl by ye led oe to 
take agemcy > catalege 












- = 
% SHAR RTSHL DANS suapeRd 
Beware of Imitations. 
NOTICE - 
AUTOGRAPH “LABEL 
or HE GENUINE 


HARTSHORK 





Burraco Lirnia Water 


NATURE’S CREAT REMEDY FOR 


Bright's Disease of the Kidneys, the Gouty 
Diathesis, Nervous Dyspepsia, etc. 


Dr. WM. A. HAMMOND, OF WASHINGTON, D. C., SURGEON-GENERAL U. 8. ARMY 
(retired), PROFESSOR OF DISEASES OF THE MIND AND NERVOUS SYSTEM 
in the UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK, ete. 


“T have for some time made use of the BUFFALO LITHIA WATER in cases of 
AFFECTIONS of the NERVOUS SYSTEM complicated with BRIGHT’S DISEASE OF 
THE KIDNEYS, or with a GOUTY DIATHESIS. Theresults have been eminently satisfactory. 
Lithia has for many years been a FAVORITE REMEDY with me in like cases, but the 
BUFFALO WATER CERTAINLY ACTS BETTER THAN ANY EXTEMPORANEOUS 
SOLUTION of the LITHIA SALTS, and is, moreover, better borne by the STOMACH, I also 
often prescribe it in those cases of CEREBRAL HYPERAMIA, resulting from OVER MENTAL 
WORK,—in which the condition called NERVOUS DYSPEPSIA exists,—and generally with 
MARKED BENEFIT. 





DR. JOHN W. WILLIAMSON; BOYDTON, VA. 


“A member of my family suffered from CHRONIC BRIGHT’S DISEASE of the 
KIDNEYS. There was DROPSICAL effusion, the discharge rich in ALBUMEN, an abundant 
sediment containing, CASTS, and decided manifestations of UREMIC POISONING, especially 
serious impairment of VISION—URAZMIC AMAUROSIS,. After a signal failure of every 
remedy suggested by several eminent medical men, and when the condition of the patient was 
regarded as wellnigh hopeless, trial was made of BUFFALO LITHIA WATER, Spring 
No. 2. The result was relief from the threatening symptoms, so prompt and decided as to be 
almost incredible to any but an eye-witness. The continued use of the water for several months 
resulted in a complete recovery. BEVERAL YEARS HAVE NOW ELAPSED, AND THERE 
HAS BEEN NO RETURN OF THE DISEASE. 

“ From the action of this Water in this particular case, I Sane no hesitancy in expressing 
the opinion that as a remedy in this malady, so difficult of successful treatment, it is unsurpassed, 
if, indeed, it has any equal, either among medicines or mineral waters. To all suffering from 
BRIGHT’S DISEASE, in whatever stage, my advice would be to give it atrial. It can certainly 
do no harm, and in very many cases will do great good.” 


Springs open for guests. Water in cases of one dozen half-gallon 
bottles, $5, per case, F. O. B., here. 


THOMAS: -FGOODE, Proprietor, 
Buffalo Lithia Springs, Va. 








‘A CONDENSED FOOD 
Are” "= B 0 VI NINE 


PATIENT'S STRENGTH 
R 0 V | N | N F is indispensable in all cases of typhoid fever, especially 
during convalescence. 


concentrated contgined in BOVININE acts,as a simple and effective 
nourishment, and is retained by the most irritable stomach, and will sustain 
life when all other autrients fail. 
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The active principle of Beef 











Comfort in. 
House Heating. 


Did your furnace heat your house 
during the last severe winter ? 


OF COURSE IT DIDN'T. 


Now is the time to get estimates 
for the Gurney Hor WaTER 
HEATER and RADIATORS. 






A pamphlet-book a. ome 
** How Best to Heat Our cme | n Jonn tre 
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O'NEILL S 


NEW YORK. 
Importers and Retailers 


Fine Millinery, Dry Goods, etc, 





The largest and finest establishment of its 
\ kind in this country. 


VACATION. 


. 
When our friefids, the readers of The Sun- 
day School Times, are going away on their 
vacation, they would do well to call and ex< 
amine our fine stock of 


Summer Goods 


for SEASIDE, COUNTRY, and MOUN- 
TAINS, or, if you cannot do so conveniently, 
look over our catalogue (if you have one; if 
you have not, let us know, and we will send 
you one free of charge), and see what you need. 

Wearesure we can give you better value for your 
money than any other house in this country. 


Send for samples of goods at any time, 
We are always pleased to send them, 


H. O’NEILL & CO., 


6th Ave., 20th to 2ist Sts., 
NEW YORK. 


COMPLETE 








Newest styles and low- 
est prices in Infants? 


INFANTS’ Wear. Write for our new’ 
OUTFITS. icsuc. Sent tree. 





, Send for our new il- 


MAHLER BROS., 503-505 6th Ave., W. Y. 
DRY “GOoDs lustrated catalogue, 
or for samples of an 
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kiyn, New York. 





45 sold in 88 
2,288 sold in ’89 
6,268 sold in '90 

20,000 will be sold in ’91 


THESE FIGURES TELL THE 
STORY of the EVER-GROW- 
ING, EVER-GOING, 
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JAMES McCREERY & co., 
Importers and Dealers in Fine Dry Goods, 


Broadway, Cor. Eleventh s., New York. 
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’" A REMARKABLE OFFER! 


The publisher of THe Curistian Heratp expects to 
see the circulation of that very popular journal, this Summer, 
cross the ONE.HUNDRED THOUSAND line. While 
Tue Curistian HeEratp already enjoys the largest circula- 
tion of all the great family illustrated religious newspapers, the 
field is by no means exhausted, and we confidently believe that 
when once the hundred thousand line is crossed, a quarter of 
a million will be in sight. 

On July the 1st, Tue Curistian Heratp will be en- 
larged, many additional departments will be added and the 
paper will be generally greatly improved and rendered more 
serviceable than ever. Tens of Thousands of Christian 
families already consider’ THE Cupistrian HERA p ‘the 
Pearl of Religious Journals, and people of 7’ denominations 

unanimously agree that there is no paper b_uer qualified to 
lsh BACH WEEK by opeciai| Prighten and cheers the Christian Household and to aid both 
arrangement. the Ministry and the Laity in Christian work. 

But, notwithstanding these many improvements, new people must be interested in THE CurisTIAN HeEratp if we 
expect an increased circulation, and special inducements must be offered to enlist their interest. Therefore we will send to 


Every New Annual Subscriber at $1.50, a Slab of Highly Polished 


OLIVE WOOD FROM THE SACRED MOUNT OF OLIVES. 
Brery sat bear open 4 DEBWSALEM wos 9p y pgp py vt ort reece 


ITH perhaps the exception of Calvary, there is no place on earth around which cluster memories and associations more 
sacred to the Christian heart than the Mount of Olives. It was on this sacred Mount that the Saviour first taught 
his disciples the Lord’s Prayer; it was thither, after the heat of the day, He was wont to retire for rest and meditation, 

and the sacred feet, that were soon to be pierced, pressed its soil in His numerous journeys to and from Bethany, where Mary 
and Martha and thgir brother Lazarus lived. From its summit the tender-hearted loving Saviour saw Jerusalem and wept 
over it only three days before the enactment of the most stupendous tragedy the world ever witnessed, and at its foot, in 
the Garden of Gethsemane, He suffered that intense agony the depths of which only a Saviour’s heart can know. 

As in the days of our Saviour’s ministry on earth, so to-day, Olive trees continue to grow there. Many of these trees 
are of great age, some ofthe more venerable probably having been planted at the commencement of the Christian era. 
These trees supply the wood from which valued souvenirs of various kinds are manufactured. None of these, however, 
exceed in natural beauty the highly polished Olive Wood slabs, which serve in Oriental homes as mantel ornaments. 

Dr. Talmage, while sojourning in the Holy City, during his recent travels through Palestine, 
was greatly impressed with the beauty of the Olive Wood slabs there exhibited, and considered them as peculiarly 
appropriate to present to his numerous friends as 


SOUVENIRS OF HIS EVER MEMORABLE TOUR. 


The Publisher of Tue Curist1an Heratp, who accompanied Dr. Talmage on that eventful journey, will send to 
every new annual subscriber as dong gs the supply may last, one of these keepsakes, ABSOLUTELY FREE OF CHARGE, 
and without any addition to the Regular Subscription Price for Tue Curistran HERALD. 

The sections have been carefully selected and are of a beautiful color, the close fibre and deep-tinted heart of the wood 
showing clear through the transparent polish, which is put on their surface by the skilled workers in wood at Jerusalem. 

To new subscribers, in addition to the above, we will send Ture Caristian Heracp FREER TO JULY Ist. 


This will include, among others, the issue of June 17th, which contains some trenchant and exceedingly timely views by 


Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage, D.D,, on “The Battle of Creeds.” 


Also a SUPPLEMENT containing JoHN 3: 16, the most precious verse of the Bible, iv Firty-e1icnt LaNnouacgs, 
and the e Old Hyma, “How Firm A FouNDATION, ” beautifully illustrated and set to new music,*by Pxitie Puiuwips. 


He Edits bat ONE PAPER, and that Paper is 
THE CHRISTIAN HERALD 























w= N t emiing 1 in your subscription, b be sure to state . ADDRESS, HOULD the supply of Olive Wood be exhausted 


where you saw this announcement, and that you when your subscription is received, we will return 

were not a subscriber to THE CHRISTIAN HERALD 7. ‘hL»-2... yA ia Te the money at once. You will get either the 

atanv time since Dr, Talmage became its Editeor- Olive Wood Premium or your money by return mail, 
NEW YORE cIiTy 


in-Chief. We must insist on this. 91, 92, 93, 04 BIBLE HOUSE. No Delay. 
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